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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
 (s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Amphibromus fluitans (River Swamp Wallaby-grass) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Amphibromus fluitans, Family Poaceae, also known as River Swamp Wallaby-grass, is a 
slender aquatic or semi-aquatic perennial, with arching flowering stems that may be longer 
than 1 m, but with around half the stem being below the water. The individual florets have a 
slender curved bristle and are aggregated into 5–12 flowered spikelets. Flowering and fruiting 
occurs mainly between November and March (Jacobs & Lapinpuro, 1986; Walsh, 1994). 

Conservation Status 
River Swamp Wallaby-grass is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). It is also listed as 
vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat  
River Swamp Wallaby-grass occurs in southern NSW, Victoria, South Australia and 
Tasmania. It also occurs in New Zealand. In NSW, it is recorded in the Albury region, near 
Narrandera and near Mathoura (DECC, 2005). Numerous populations exist in northern 
Victoria, near the Murray River and its tributaries, such as Ovens River and Broken River 
between Kerang and Tallangatta. In southern Victoria, it is known from several localities in 
south Gippsland, including Rosedale, Meeniyan and Wonthaggi areas, as well as in the 
Melbourne (Lysterfield), Ballarat, and Portland–Casterton areas. Its distribution extends just 
into South Australia near Mt Gambier. In Tasmania, it is known from a single population at 
Lake Crescent, although there is some doubt as to whether it is a natural or introduced 
occurrence at this location.  

The species occurs within the following Natural Resource Management Regions: 
Murrumbidgee and Murray (NSW) and Goulburn Broken, North-Central, West Gippsland, 
Port Phillip and Westernport, and Glenelg−Hopkins (Victoria), South East (South Australia) 
and North (Tasmania).  

River Swamp Wallaby-grass inhabits both natural and man-made water-bodies, including 
swamps, lagoons, billabongs and dams. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to River Swamp Wallaby-grass are grazing and trampling by 
livestock, particularly late in the season as the swamps dry and become accessible; 
hydrological changes; and invasion of remnant habitats by exotic grasses and weeds. 
Historically, many lowland swamps were drained and converted to agricultural lands, 
resulting in the loss of habitat and populations of River Swamp Wallaby-grass. In addition, 
some seasonal wetlands inhabited by the species were converted to deep, permanent dams, 
which are unsuitable for continued habitation by this species. 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program,  
• Investigate whether River Swamp Wallaby-grass is native or naturalised in Tasmania, and 
• Assess the species’ conservation status in Victoria and South Australia, and implement 

appropriate conservation actions if threatened in these states. 
Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of River Swamp Wallaby-grass. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

River Swamp Wallaby-grass. 
• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 

increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 
• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Retain or reintroduce ecologically sustainable water flows to the wetland habitats of River 

Swamp Wallaby-grass. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of invasive wetland weed 

species in the local region.  
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on River Swamp Wallaby-grass. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement stock management plans for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes containing River Swamp Wallaby-grass.  
• Protect swamp sites during their most vulnerable period (late in the season as the swamps 

dry out). 
• Develop stock management plans where River Swamp Wallaby-Grass is on private land 

that is grazed. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of River Swamp Wallaby-grass within the local community through the 

production of pamphlets and/or by holding on-site information sessions with local 
landholders and public land managers. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement appropriate national translocation protocols (Vallee et al. 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Undertake seed germination trials to enhance likelihood of successful establishment. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of River Swamp Wallaby-grass. 
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Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to River Swamp 

Wallaby-grass, using appropriate methods. 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

River Swamp Wallaby-grass, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing 

regimes which do not encroach on swamps during the dry period when the plants are most 
vulnerable. 

• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 
or other barriers to protect swamps. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to River Swamp 
Wallaby-grass, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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