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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Adenanthos pungens subsp. pungens (Spiky Adenanthos) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Adenanthos pungens subsp. pungens, Family Proteaceae, also known as Spiky Adenanthos, is 
a tall shrub, growing up to 3 m high. Its rigid leaves are circular in cross-section, 3 cm long 
and 1–2 mm in diameter, usually dividing into three pointed segments up to 12 mm long. 
Numerous pale to dark pink flowers are grouped at the tips of whorled branchlets and are 
surrounded by up to six bracts. Flowering, which occurs from August to November, is very 
attractive and obvious. At other times the subspecies can easily be mistaken for Isopogon sp. 
or Daviesia sp. (Brown et al., 1998). 

Conservation Status 
Spiky Adenanthos is listed as vulnerable. This subspecies is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The Spiky Adenanthos is 
also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western 
Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Spiky Adenanthos is endemic to Western Australia and is currently known from five 
populations in two geographic locations, near the towns of Tenterden and Pingrup 
(approximately 110 km apart). The subspecies occurs within the Avon and South Coast 
(Western Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The subspecies grows in shallow, rocky pink soil over pink sandstone on sand dunes and hill 
sides where there is a dense scrub of Mountain Kunzea (Kunzea montana) and Mountain 
Banksia (Banksia oreophila) (Brown et al., 1998).  

The distribution of Spiky Adenanthos overlaps with the “Eastern Stirling Range Montane 
Heath and Thicket” EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Spiky Adenanthos include its high susceptibility to the root-rot 
fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi (Brown et al., 1998). 

The main potential threats to Spiky Adenanthos include weeds, habitat loss, habitat 
disturbance, and habitat modification. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program, 
• Investigate the use of phosphite for dieback protection, and 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
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Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Spiky Adenanthos. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Spiky Adenanthos. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Implement the appropriate management recommendations contained in the Threat 

Abatement Plan for Phytophthora cinnamomi (EA, 2001). 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations 
• Implement appropriate national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Spiky Adenanthos. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor sites to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Spiky Adenanthos, using appropriate methods. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect further outbreaks of 

Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Spiky 
Adenanthos, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Western Australia Wildlife Program No. 20: Declared rare and poorly known flora in the 
Albany District (Robinson & Coates, 1995), and 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Dieback caused by the Root-rot fungus Phytophthora 
cinnamomi (EA, 2001). 

Information Sources: 
Brown, A, Thomson-Dans, C & Marchant, N (eds) 1998, Western Australia's Threatened Flora, Department of 
Conservation and Land Management, Western Australia. 
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