
This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 26 May 2009 

A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Daviesia dielsii (Diels’ Daviesia) 

     This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
     at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records 
     or management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Daviesia dielsii, Family Fabaceae, also known as Diels’ Daviesia, is a low shrub with 
spreading branches, growing to 0.5–0.9 m in height.  The small oval leaves are hairy, 
flattened and end in a point.  Leaves of plants in southern populations are less hairy than those 
of northern populations.  The species is generally inconspicuous, but very noticeable during 
flowering.  The attractive flowers are small, bright orange-red and numerous.  The species’ 
flowering period is from July to August, and fruits appear in October. 

Conservation Status 

Diels’ Daviesia is listed as endangered under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  The species is also listed as Declared 
Rare Fauna under the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WC Act) and 
ranked as endangered for management purposes. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Diels’ Daviesia occurs in Western Australia where it is known from 15 populations in the 
Moora and Watheroo areas, approximately 145 and 185 km north of Perth.  Eleven of the 
fifteen populations are found along increasingly degraded roadsides.  The estimated number 
of adult plants is approximately 830, based on surveys between 1997 and 2008. 

Little is known about the biology or ecology of Diels’ Daviesia.  Diels’ Daviesia grows on 
flat or elevated areas on a variety of sandy/gravelly loam soils.  It occurs in tall heath over low 
scrub or in heath with open shrub mallee. 

Diels’ Daviesia occurs within the Northern Agricultural NRM Region.  Its distribution is not 
known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological communities, but does 
overlap with the WA WC-Act-listed Coomberdale Chert Hills Threatened Ecological 
Community at one site. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to roadside populations of Diels’ Daviesia is road maintenance 
activities such as grading.  Severe weed invasion is also a threat. 

The main potential threat for populations on private property is grazing by domestic livestock. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 

 Design and implement a monitoring program. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment, including the role of fire. 
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Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Diels’ Daviesia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Diels’ Daviesia. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Diels’ Daviesia. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where Diels’ Daviesia occurs do not adversely impact on 
known populations. 

 Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 
agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Diels’ 

Daviesia, using appropriate methods. 
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Diels’ Daviesia, using appropriate methods. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Diels’ Daviesia. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Ensure grazing pressure at known sites on private property is appropriate and does not 

prevent recruitment. 
 Prevent grazing at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing or other 

barriers. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Diels’ Daviesia within the local community. 
 Continue installing roadside markers near all populations occurring on roadside verges. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Diels’ Daviesia, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

Patrick S and Brown A  (2001).  Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in the Moora 
District.  Wildlife Management Program No. 28.  Western Australian Department of 
Conservation and Land Management. 
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DEC  (2008).  Records held in DEC’s Declared Rare Flora Database and rare flora files.  WA Department of 
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	Description
	Conservation Status
	Distribution and Habitat
	Threats
	Research Priorities
	Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification
	Invasive Weeds
	Fire
	Trampling, Browsing or Grazing
	Conservation Information
	Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations


