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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus argophloia (Queensland White Gum) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Eucalyptus argophloia, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Queensland White Gum, 
Queensland Western White Gum, Lapunyah, Scrub Gum, and White Gum, is a medium to tall 
tree 18–30 m high. Bark is deciduous throughout, predominantly white but dappled with grey 
and brown. Adult leaves are narrowly lance-shaped, 8–20 mm wide, pendulous, the same 
colour on both sides. Flowers are formed in the leaf axils and flower buds are egg-shaped or 
globular, 6–9 mm long and 4–5.5 mm wide, with stalks. Fruit is cup-shaped, 4–5 mm long, 
with 5–6 cavities; the valves are at rim level (Brooker & Kleinig, 2004). 

Conservation Status 
Queensland White Gum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Queensland White 
Gum is also listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Queensland White Gum is known only from a small area north-east of Chinchilla, Queensland. 
The number of populations and the total number of plants is unknown. The species grows in 
association with Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla) or Eucalyptus microcarpa on flat terrain in 
areas that were formerly open forest. Soils are brown to black clay or clay-loam (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2008). No known populations occur in areas of remnant vegetation as defined 
under the Queensland Vegetation Management Act 1999. This species occurs within the 
Condamine (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

This distribution of Queensland White Gum overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological communities: 
• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), and 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland. 

Threats 
The main identified threat to Queensland White Gum is habitat destruction for agriculture and 
grazing (Halford, 1997). 

The main potential threats to the species are harvesting for timber (Halford, 1997); lack of 
seedling regeneration due to weeds or planted pasture species (Bean, 2008, pers. comm.); and 
road widening and maintenance activity. 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would guide future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, fire ecology, 

and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Queensland White Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Queensland White 
Gum occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Protect populations through the development of conservation agreements and/or 
covenants. 

• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Queensland White Gum within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Queensland 

White Gum, using appropriate methods. 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have an adverse 

impact on Queensland White Gum. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Queensland 
White Gum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 
Bean, AR (Queensland Herbarium EPA). Personal communication, 18 May 2008. 

Brooker, MIH, & Kleinig, DA 2004, Field Guide to Eucalypts, vol. 3, 2nd edn, Bloomings Books, Melbourne, 
p. 326. 

Halford, D 1997, ‘Eucalyptus argophloia Species Management Profile’, Species Management Manual, 
Department of Natural Resources, Brisbane. 

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 6 May 2008. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 
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