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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Plinthanthesis rodwayi (Budawangs Wallaby Grass) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Plinthanthesis rodwayi, Family Poaceae, also known as Budawangs Wallaby Grass, is a 
perennial tussock grass growing to 0.5 m high (Vickery, 1956; Harden, 1993). It has rolled 
leaves and its flower spike is open and up to 8 cm long by 5 cm wide (DEC NSW, 2005a). 
Spikelets have 2–3 flowers and the central awn is absent or greatly reduced (Simon, 1993). 
The individual seed-bearing structures are hairy on their lower surface and have two small 
lobes at their tips, similar to some other wallaby grasses (DEC NSW, 2005a). 

Conservation Status 

Budawangs Wallaby Grass is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Budawangs 
Wallaby Grass is also listed as endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 
1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Budawangs Wallaby Grass occurs within Budawang National Park (NP), between Braidwood 
and Batemans Bay, NSW (Vickery, 1956; Briggs & Leigh, 1996; DEC NSW, 2005a). The 
species is limited to two mountain tops within the NP—the summit of Mt Currockbilly and 
the upper slopes of Mt Budawang (Vickery, 1956; Briggs & Leigh, 1996; DEC NSW, 2005a). 
The species was locally common in the late 1970s at these two sites but its range has 
contracted considerably. At the time of its listing in NSW it was noted that the species had not 
been observed in those areas for many years despite thorough surveys (NSW Scientific 
Committee, 2002); however there is a more recent record from 2006 (NSW Government, 
2008).  

Budawangs Wallaby Grass grows in open, montane heathlands on shallow soils (Harden, 
1993; DEC NSW, 2005a). This species occurs within the Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to Budawangs Wallaby Grass include inappropriate fire regimes 
leading to competition from Leptospermum sp. aff. L. grandifolium; grazing pressure from 
native grazers such as macropods and wombats; loss of habitat; weed invasion; and small 
population sizes (DEC NSW, 2005a; ANRA, 2007). This species should not be burnt more 
frequently than every seven years (NSW RFS, 2004). The absence of fire in recent times at 
the two sites has led to the growth and spread of Leptospermum sp. aff. L. grandifolium. 
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Competition from Leptospermum may have contributed to declines in population numbers of 
Budawangs Wallaby Grass (DEC NSW, 2005a). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Identify suitable fire intensity and frequency that does not adversely impact this species. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
 Research the effect of removing Leptospermum by cutting or burning (DEC NSW, 

2005a).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Budawangs Wallaby Grass. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds in the local region.  
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Budawangs 

Wallaby Grass, using appropriate methods.   
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Budawangs Wallaby Grass. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
 Attempt propagation and reintroduction into areas protected from herbivore grazing (DEC 

NSW, 2005b). 
 Set up experimental fencing on Mt Budawang to exclude wombats and monitor changes 

(DEC NSW, 2005b). 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Budawangs Wallaby 

Grass.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps.  

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Budawangs Wallaby Grass within the local community and with 

National Park users. 
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Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Investigate viable options for habitat creation on the summit of Mt Currockbilly, such as 

fencing or shrub removal (DEC NSW, 2005b).  
 Establish area large enough for a viable population on Mt Budawang that can be managed 

for long-term protection (DEC NSW, 2005b).  
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Budawangs 
Wallaby Grass, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Threatened Species Hazard Reduction List (NSW RFS, 2004), 
 Morton National Park and Budawang National Park Plan of Management (NPWS, 2001), and 
 Draft Remnant Vegetation Management Strategy for the Shoalhaven (Shoalhaven Council, 

2005). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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