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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Gardenia psidioides  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Gardenia psidioides, Family Rubiaceae, is a spreading evergreen shrub growing to 1 m tall. It 
has elliptical, opposite, glossy dark green leaves which are paler below and up to 13 cm long 
and 5 cm wide. This species has solitary, white, tubular flowers to 5 cm long and elongated 
fruit to 5 cm long. The species is closely related to G. rupicola but differs in having larger 
leaves, longer anthers, and larger and more elongated fruit (Puttock, 1988). 

Conservation Status 
Gardenia psidioides is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Gardenia psidioides is endemic to northern Cape York Peninsula, Queensland. This species is 
known to be locally very common on the slopes of an unnamed range between Temple Bay 
and the Pascoe River, and is known from at least 7 locations, with a total extent of occurrence 
of 320 km2 (Landsberg & Clarkson 2004). The known populations are unprotected and occur 
on pastoral lease land or Unallocated State Land (Bromley Holding) (Landsburg & Clarkson, 
2004; Valentine, 2008). Using Herbarium records, this species has an estimated distribution 
range of 30 km; however, occurrence may be larger due to inadequate surveying of potential 
habitat (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). 

This species occurs in small pockets of deciduous vine thickets and rarely in adjacent open 
woodland, on deep siliceous sand, in an area with 1300–1600 mm rainfall per annum 
(Puttock, 1988; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). It grows at an altitude of 40–80 m (Landsberg 
& Clarkson, 2004; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). This species occurs within the Cape York 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “Native species dependent on natural 
discharge of groundwater from the Great Artesian Basin” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
There are no recorded identified threats to G. psidioides. It is quite common within its 
distribution, and not in decline (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). 

The main potential threat to G. psidioides is competition with weeds, damage from feral pigs 
(Sus scrofa), cattle, and inappropriate fire regimes (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

impacts of potential threatening processes with particular attention to possible impacts of 
pigs, cattle, invasive weeds, and fire. 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Gardenia psidioides. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor effectiveness of management actions and the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs in the 

region. 
• Ensure that livestock grazing, if it occurs in the area, uses an appropriate management 

regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

G. psidioides, using appropriate methods. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the G. psidioides within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to G. psidioides, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Cape York Back on Track Biodiversity Action Plan (EPA, 2008), and 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 

Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
Department of Environment and Heritage (DEH) 2005, Threat abatement plan for the predation, habitat 
degradation, competition and disease transmission by feral pigs, viewed 12 May 2008, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/pig/pubs/feral-pig-tap.pdf>. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2008, Cape York Back on Track Biodiversity Action Plan, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Brisbane. 

Landsberg, J & Clarkson, JR 2004, Threatened plants of Cape York Peninsula, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Queensland. 

Puttock, CF 1988, ‘A revision of Gardenia Ellis (Rubiaceae) from North-eastern Queensland’, Austrobaileya, 
vol. 2, no. 5, pp. 433–449. 

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 4 April 2008. 

Valentine, PS 2008, Compiling a Case for World Heritage on Cape York Peninsula, James Cook University, 
Townsville. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 
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