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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Calamus warburgii (Claudie River lawyer cane) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Calamus warburgii K. Schumann 
(CHAH, 2009). 

State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

Description A medium to large vigorous, clump-forming climber with stems 
to 40 m long. The leaf bases are densely armed with needle-like 
spines to 5 cm long. The small flowers are in axillary clusters up 
to 2 m long that develop into pale yellowish-brown, round fruit 
(Jones, 1984; Tucker, 1988). 

Distribution Confined to the Iron Range on Cape York Peninsula in 
Queensland (Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). It has been noted 
to occur from the Pascoe River to the Macrossan Range 
(Tucker, 1988). The species also occurs in Papua New Guinea. 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Grows in semi-deciduous mesophyll/notophyll vine forest on 
seasonally flooded alluvial river terraces on soils derived from a 
mixture of acid and basic rocks. The canopy is dominated by 
Nauclea orientalis (yellow cheesewood), Cryptocarya triplinervis 
var. riparia and Endiandra longipedicellata with Ficus albipila 
(abbey tree) and Syzygium bamagense emergents (Stanton and 
Fell, 2005; Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). It may be 
particularly favoured by disturbance: ‘flourishes in natural 
canopy gaps, along road corridors and other disturbed areas 
where it forms nearly dense thickets’ (Landsberg and 
Clarkson 2004). 

Threats  

Known There are no identified known threats. 

Future The main potential threats are stochastic (TSSC, 2008). 

 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 12 months. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered 
by the Committee. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 
the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – While there are no current threats to this 
species, there are insufficient data to determine whether this 
species will undergo future reductions in numbers. 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – Extent of occurrence is 20 km2 and the area of 
occupancy is unknown (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – While this species has limited distribution, it is considered 
to be abundant in the Iron Range area where it is protected 
within the Iron Range National Park (Briggs and Leigh, 1996; 
Queensland Herbarium, 2008). There are no known current 
threats to this species (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b). 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

No data. 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – see criterion 1. 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

No data. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No – see criterion 2. 

 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see criterion 2. 
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Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

No data. 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
  (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

  (b) 20% in the near future; or 
  (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data. 

 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to further information that 
shows that the species’ geographic distribution is not precarious. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Calamus warburgii 

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

1 March 2011 



The Minister deleted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 15 May 2013 
 

Calamus warburgii (Claudie River lawyer cane) Listing Advice 
Page 4 of 4 

References cited in the advice 
 
Briggs and Leigh (1996). Rare or threatened plants: 1995 revised edition. CSIRO Publishing, 

Collingwood, Vic. 

Council of Heads of Australasian Herbaria (CHAH) (2009). Australian Plant Census. 
 Available on the Internet at: 
 http://www.anbg.gov.au/cgi-bin/apclist 

Jones D (1984). Palms in Australia. Reed Books Pty Ltd Sydney. 

Landsberg J and Clarkson J (2004). Threatened plants of Cape York Peninsula: a report to 
the Australian Government.  Department of the Environment and Heritage. 

Queensland Herbarium (2008). Specimen label information, viewed 27 February 2008. 

Queensland Herbarium (2009a). Specimen label information, viewed 5 August 2009. 

Queensland Herbarium (2009b). Threatened flora of Queensland database, viewed 7 August 
2009. 

Stanton P and Fell D (2005). The rainforests of Cape York Peninsula. Cooperative Research 
Centre for Tropical Rainforest Ecology and Management. Rainforest CRC, Cairns. 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) (2008). Approved conservation advice for 
Calamus warburgii. 

 Available on the Internet at: 
 http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/20065-conservation-

advice.pdf   

Tucker R (1988). The palms of subequatorial Queensland, The Palm and Cycad Societies of 
Australia, Brisbane. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/20065-conservation-advice.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/20065-conservation-advice.pdf

