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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Prasophyllum pallidum (Pale Leek-orchid) 

 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Prasophyllum pallidum, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Pale Leek-orchid, is a terrestrial 
orchid of slender habit ranging 15–30 cm high. The green to yellowish-green flowers are 
located on an uncrowded spike, while the dorsal sepal is almost 6 mm long and is usually 
erect, rarely recurved, and ovate-lanceolate. Lateral sepals are approximately 6.5 mm long, 
free, parallel, lanceolate, and usually with cylindrical two dentate points. Petals are 6.5 mm 
long, bluntly linear and erect. The lip (labellum) is 4.5–5 mm long, sessile, ovate-cuneate, 
recurved almost at right angles about the middle, erect section bulging with entire margins, 
recurved section acute, with crisped shortly ciliate margins. A very shortly pubescent 
triangular callus plate occupyies a large proportion of the lamina, is not well defined at the 
base, thickens on the apex side of the bend and extends close to the apex. The column is 1.5–
2 mm long, broader than long and usually has a tooth-like appendage at the base just below 
the stigma (Jessop & Toelken, 1986).   

Conservation Status 
Pale Leek-orchid is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (South Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Pale Leek-orchid is known singly or in groups in well-grassed open forests from the Flinders 
Ranges to the Northern and Southern Lofty regions of South Australia (Jessop & Toelken, 
1986), also referred to as the Lofty Block of the Interim Bio-Regions of Australia (State 
Herbarium of South Australia, 2007). The current status of Pale Leek-orchid is insufficiently 
known (Rouse, 2002). It was originally also noted as being distributed in western Victoria 
(Bates, 1994) but recent taxonomic work now places these plants in a new and yet to be 
published species, Prasophyllum. sp. aff. fitzgeraldii (Rouse, 2002; Walsh & Stajsic, 2007).  

This species occurs within the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges, and Northern and Yorke 
(South Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is known to overlap with the following EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological communities: 
• Buloke Woodlands of the Riverina and Murray-Darling Depression Bioregions, 
• Swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula, 
• Iron-grass Natural Temperate Grassland of South Australia, and 
• Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland of South Australia. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Pale Leek-orchid are habitat loss by means of vegetation 
clearance and urban development. Stock grazing, invasive pests such as rabbits 
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(Oryctolagus cuniculus), weeds and over collection are also considered to be threats to the 
species.  

There is little knowledge of Pale Leek-orchid and research is minimal, hence, little 
information on populations and the species’ current status could be a potential threat. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment, including mycorrhizal association trials. 
• Identify pollinating agents. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Pale Leek-orchid. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify sites of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Pale Leek-orchid. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities and other infrastructure or development 

activities involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the Pale Leek-
orchid occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, such as, the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weed species in the region. 

Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral rabbits 

in the region. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Pale Leek-orchid within the local community.  

Establishing Additional Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed and mycorrhizal fungi collection and storage for future 

planting. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
• Undertake mycorrhizal isolation and symbiotic seed germination trials to enhance 

likelihood of successful establishment. 



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
3/07/2008.  

Prasophyllum pallidum Conservation Advice - Page 3 of 3 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Pale Leek-orchid. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Attempt to minimise illegal collecting. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify, remove, and prevent introduction of weeds in the local area, which could become 

a threat to Pale Leek-orchid, using appropriate methods.   

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing 

regimes are conducted outside the growing season, i.e. when plants are not fertile. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers.  
• Control introduced pests, such as rabbits 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Pale Leek-
orchid, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 
1999). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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