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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ammobium craspedioides (Yass Daisy) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Ammobium craspedioides, Family Asteraceae, also known as Yass Daisy, is a rosette-forming 
perennial herb that bears single-flowerheaded stems in spring. Leaves are spoon-shaped and 
are 3–12 cm long, 10–17 mm wide, hairy on top and woolly underneath. The yellow flowers 
are hemispherical buttons about 10–20 mm wide and are surrounded by straw-coloured 
papery leaf-like structures, known as bracts. The flowerheads are borne on stems usually     
30–60 cm high which are sparsely leafed and edged with narrow ‘wings’. Rosettes die off 
after fruiting (Brown, 1992; DECC, 2008). 

Conservation Status 
Yass Daisy is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Yass Daisy is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Yass Daisy is known from localities in NSW near Crookwell, on the southern tablelands to 
near Wagga Wagga, on the south western slopes. Most populations occur in the Yass District, 
at Lake Burrinjuck, Bookham, Rye Park and Dalton. A small population exists in Livingstone 
National Park, about 30 km south of Wagga Wagga (Burrows, 1999). Other populations are 
found in Bigga, north of Crookwell and Tumut (RACAC, 1995). Vegetation surveys for the 
proposed Conroy’s Gap wind farm found a sizeable population of a few hundred plants on 
private property near McCullums Creek (McPherson, 2006). 

Yass Daisy occurs in dry forest, Box-Gum Woodland and secondary grassland derived from 
clearing of these communities. It grows in association with a large range of eucalypts 
(Eucalyptus blakelyi, E. bridgesiana, E. dives, E. goniocalyx, E. macrorhyncha, E. mannifera, 
E. melliodora, E. polyanthemos and E. rubida). Yass Daisy is apparently unaffected by light 
grazing, as populations persist in some grazed sites and it is also found in a number of 
cemeteries in the region (DECC, 2008). Yass Daisy occurs within the Murrumbidgee and 
Lachlan (NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland, and 
• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian 

Capital Territory. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Yass Daisy are agricultural development; intensification of 
grazing regimes; destruction of plants by rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus); weed invasion; 
road widening and re-routing; poorly located and drained trails; and inappropriate mowing or 
slashing in cemetery sites where this species occurs (Harden Shire Council, 2004; NPWS, 
2006; DECC, 2008). 

The main potential threats to Yass Daisy include loss of habitat by land clearing due to 
agricultural developments and the duplication of the Hume Highway; and weed invasion by 
species such as Serrated Tussock (Nassella trichotoma), Scotch Thistle (Onopordum 
acanthium) and St John's Wort (Hypericum perforatum) (Harden Shire Council, 2004; SKM, 
2006). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
 
Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Yass Daisy. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Yass Daisy. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance, especially the Hume Highway 
duplication, do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 
such as improving the drainage of the Daisy Trail in Livingstone National Park so that 
runoff is diverted (NPWS, 2006). 

• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown land and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan the control of weeds in the local region. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Yass Daisy. 
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Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
• Implement management actions for the control and eradication of rabbits outlined in the 

Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 
1999). 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Yass Daisy within the local community, particularly landholders and 

owners and caretakers of local cemeteries where Yass Daisy occurs. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
• Establish if other populations of Yass Daisy exist in areas in between the southern 

population near Wagga Wagga and the Yass District populations. 

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Yass Daisy. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Implement regular monitoring to ensure that Yass Daisy populations are not threatened by 

recreational or park management activities in Livingstone NP (NPWS, 2006). 
• Implement appropriate mowing or slashing regimes in cemetery sites where the species 

occurs. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
• Ensure the development of Conroy’s Gap wind farm does not have a significant adverse 

impact on Yass Daisy populations (DOP, 2007).  
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, in particular species such as Serrated 

Tussock, Scotch Thistle and St John's Wort, which could become a threat to Yass Daisy, 
using appropriate methods (Harden Shire Council, 2004).   

• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 
Yass Daisy, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate stock grazing regimes are 

conducted. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Yass Daisy, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Yass Daisy Priority actions (DECC, 2008), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 

1999), and 
• Livingstone National Park Management Plan (NPWS, 2006). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions. 
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Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) NSW 2008, Yass Daisy – profile, viewed 15 April 
2008, <http://threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10043>.  
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Sinclair Knight Merz (SKM) 2006, Ecological Impact Assessment: Hume Highway Duplication Sturt Highway 
to Tarcutta, Kyeamba Hill and Little Billabong, viewed 13 April 2008, 
<http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/constructionmaintenance/downloads/hume_duplication/humehwyreferral_attachme
nt_c.pdf> 
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