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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Lindsaea pulchella var. blanda 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Lindsaea pulchella var. blanda, Family Lindsaeaceae, is a fern with climbing rhizome to 
1.25 mm diameter. The rhizome is deciduous with golden-brown scales, then glossy. The 
frond stalks are 1–10 cm long and dark reddish-brown at the base. The frond is 5–30 cm long 
and 10–25 mm wide with asymmetric segments either sessile or shortly stalked. The segments 
are 3.5–6 mm long and 6–12 mm wide. The spore bodies are terminal on a single vein not 
extending to the margin. Lindsaea repens is a related species also with a climbing rhizome but 
this species has frond segments 15–30 mm long and thicker rhizomes (1.5–2 mm diameter) 
which are never glossy (Kramer & Tindale, 1976; Kramer & McCarthy, 1998).  

Conservation Status 

Lindsaea pulchella var. blanda is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Lindsaea pulchella 
var. blanda is listed as extinct under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Lindsaea pulchella var. blanda is known in Australia from a single specimen collected at 
‘Rockingham, 4000 ft alt.’ (Kramer & Tindale, 1976) in 1926, which is held in the USA 
National Herbarium. It also occurs in Malaysia?, the Philippines and Solomon Islands 
(Kramer & McCarthy, 1998) where it is described as epiphytic, often among mosses, on trees 
and tree-ferns, very rarely terrestrial, from 1500 up to 2570 m (Kramer, 1971). This is a very 
poorly known taxon in Australia with only one record from an uncertain locality, but possibly 
in the Rockingham Bay Range, Queensland. This species occurs within the Wet Tropics 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

The threats to L. pulchella var. blanda are unknown and the locality it was originally 
collected from is uncertain. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any populations/ 

occurrences/remnants and potential threats.  
 If discovered, precisely assess population size and ecological requirements. 
 If rediscovered, undertake spore germination trials to determine the requirements for 

successful establishment. 
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Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of L. pulchella var. blanda if it is rediscovered. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 If any populations are found, monitor to identify key threats. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at potential sites. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of L. pulchella var. blanda within the local community. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to L. pulchella var. 
blanda (if rediscovered), but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at 
the time of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy (WTMA, 2004).  

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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