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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

 Acacia guymeri (a shrub) 
  
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Acacia guymeri Tindale 

State/Territory Listing 
Status 

Listed as vulnerable1

Description 

 under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

A single or multi-stemmed shrub growing to 1–2.5 m tall with 
smooth, silver-grey bark. Its branchlets are slender and angular 
but soon become cylindrical with age; younger parts are 
reddish-brown or sometimes yellowish-red becoming greyish-
brown (Tindale, 1978). 

Distribution Acacia guymeri is restricted to an area in north eastern 
Queensland from near Cooktown to Mt Surprise. Its range 
extends from the western side of the Great Dividing Range, 
15 km west of Cooktown, southward to Mt Carbine, Mareeba 
and Mt Surprise. The north-western limit of its occurrence is 
Fairlight North Homestead (Queensland Herbarium, 2011; 
Orchard and Wilson, 2001). The extent of occurrence has been 
calculated as 29 150 km2 (Queensland Herbarium, 2011; 
DSEWPaC, 2011). 

The species occurs mainly on freehold land used for grazing. It 
is known to occur in Brooklyn Nature Reserve (Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy) near Mt Molloy. 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Acacia guymeri grows in skeletal soils on rocky ridges, often in 
disturbed areas and eucalypt woodlands (Tindale and Kodela, 
2001). 

Flowers have been reported in November, January and May 
and mature pods will spring open upon contact, releasing the 
seeds (Orchard and Wilson, 2001; Queensland Herbarium, 
2011). 

Threats  

Known There are no known threats to Acacia guymeri. According to 
Landsberg and Clarkson (2004), it was being maintained under 
existing grazing management. 

Potential Land clearing (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004), but this is 
unlikely under Queensland’s legislation that prevents 
broadscale vegetation clearing. 

 
  

                                                 
1 State/Territory listing status subsequently may change to align with EPBC Act listing status 
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3. Public Consultation 
 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 
4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 
 
Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 

restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution 

AND 

Not limited – The extent of occurrence has been calculated as 
29 150 km2 (Queensland Herbarium, 2011; DSEWPaC, 2011). 
The area of occupancy is unknown. The species has been 
recorded as fairly common at some locations and locally rare 
at other locations.  

 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
  and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high 
or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

The species has been recorded as fairly common at some 
locations and locally rare at other locations.  

 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

The species has been recorded as fairly common at some 
locations and locally rare at other locations. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 
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Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

The species has been recorded as fairly common at some 
locations and locally rare at other locations. 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
5. Recommendation 
The Committee notes that this species does not meet any of the required criteria for listing in 
any category. There are no immediate threats and the species is thriving under current land 
management practices. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 
 

Acacia guymeri 
 
This de-listing is due to an increase in the knowledge about the species’ distribution. 
 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

29 August 2011 
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