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A statement for the purposes of approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hicksbeachia pinnatifolia (Monkey Nut) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Hicksbeachia pinnatifolia, Family Proteaceae, also known as Monkey Nut, Bopple Nut, and 
Red Bopple, is a small tree to 12 m high and 25–30 cm diameter, usually with one or more 
unbranched stems arising from the rootstock (Floyd, 1989), often suckering in disturbed sites 
(Harden, 1991). The adult leaves are 34–90 cm long, pinnate (divided into segments), with a 
prominently winged rachis (axis). Leaves have 7–35 lobes and pinnae (segments) that are 
leathery in texture and have wavy margins. Flowers are pungently fragrant and are aggregated 
in conflorescences 14–50 cm long. Sepals are 15–20 mm long, maroon outside, maroon to 
cream inside. Monkey Nut flowers sporadically throughout the year, mostly from August to 
October. Fruit are red, 30–50 mm long and 20–28 mm wide (Weston, 1995).  

Conservation Status 

Monkey Nut is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and vulnerable under the Nature 
Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Monkey Nut occurs from Tamborine Mountain, south-east Queensland, to the Bellinger and 
Nambucca Valleys, in north-east NSW (Floyd, 1989; Harden, 1991; Weston, 1995). It occurs 
in and on the margins of subtropical rainforest (Stanley & Ross, 1986; Floyd, 1989; Weston, 
1995) from near sea level to 700 m altitude (Weston, 1988), and sometimes extends into wet 
sclerophyll forest (Stanley & Ross, 1986). Monkey Nut occurs within the Northern Rivers 
(NSW) and South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

In Queensland, Monkey Nut has been recorded from the upper reaches of Currumbin, 
Tallebudgera, and Mudgeeraba Creeks in the Gold Coast hinterland (Stanley & Ross, 1986). 
In NSW, Monkey Nut was originally a common tree in subtropical rainforest of the 
Richmond River and has been recorded at Missabotti, Upper Bellinger River, Dorrigo 
National Park, Buffer Creek, Never Never State Forest, Kyogle, Terania Creek, Whian Whian 
State Forest, Boomerang Falls, Durroughby, Rosebank, Rotary Park, Alstonville, Billinudgel, 
Mooball, Chillingham and Murwillumbah (Floyd, 1989). It is conserved within Nightcap 
National Park and the Mount Cougal section of Springbrook National Park (Briggs & Leigh, 
1996).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community.  
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Threats 

The main identified threats to Monkey Nut are clearing associated with road works, 
agricultural, and rural residential development; invasion of habitat by introduced weeds, 
particularly Lantana  (Lantana camara) and exotic vines; inappropriate fire regimes; and 
collection of seed for horticulture (DECC, 2005a).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include:  
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 Undertake research relevant to habitat management, including research into the genetics 

of the species (DECC, 2005b). 
 Undertake research to determine population viability (DECC, 2005b). 
 Investigate seed viability, germination, dormancy and longevity (in natural environment and 

in storage) in collaboration with North Coast Regional Botanic Gardens (DECC, 2005b). 
 Develop a working group comprising relevant stakeholders to determine appropriate 

recovery actions (DECC, 2005b). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Monkey Nut. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Implement appropriate buffer zones at strategic locations to protect the species’ habitat 

(DECC, 2005b). 
 Undertake roadside management in a manner consistent with the conservation of the 

species (DECC, 2005b). 
 Ensure there is appropriate site specific management, including assessment of relevant 

land use planning options, at strategic sites (DECC, 2005b). 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake survey and mapping of relevant roadsides (DECC, 2005b). 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 If viable, develop and implement a management program to suppress collection of 

Monkey Nut vegetative material. 
 Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Implement the threat abatement strategies and priority actions for the control of Lantana 

in the local region (DECC, 2005c).  
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Monkey Nut.  

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Monkey Nut.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 
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Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Monkey Nut within the local community, particularly landowners with 

the species on their properties. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake recovery actions directed towards population enhancement and expansion 

(DECC, 2005b). 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage for NSW Seedbank, and develop 

collection program of one provenance of Monkey Nut in collaboration with Botanic 
Gardens Trust and North Coast Regional Botanic Gardens (DECC, 2005b). 

 Establish live ex-situ collection of multiple provenances in collaboration with Botanic 
Gardens Trust and North Coast Regional Botanic Gardens (DECC, 2005b). 

 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Monkey Nut, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 NSW Priority Action Statement for Red Boppel Nut (DECC, 2005b), 
 Invasion, establishment and spread of Lantana camara – Priority actions (DECC, 2005c), and 
 Weeds of National Significance: Lantana (Lantana camara) (ARMCANZ, 2001). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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