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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Rutidosis leiolepis (Monaro Golden Daisy) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Rutidosis leiolepis, Family Asteraceae, also known as Monaro Golden Daisy, is a low, tufted 
perennial with a woody root-stock. Leaves are dark green, woolly underneath, to about 10 cm 
long and 3 mm wide. The solitary, slightly domed flower-heads are about 15 mm across, and 
occur on erect woolly stems to about 25 cm tall. The stems bear a few small leaves. This 
species bears flowers in summer that are conspicuous, bright yellow, and surrounded by pale 
brown, translucent, papery bracts (Harden, 1992; DECC, 2005). 

Conservation Status 
Monaro Golden Daisy is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Monaro Golden Daisy is 
also listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Monaro Golden Daisy is known from 21 locations in Kosciuszko National Park (NP) on high 
treeless plains, mainly above an altitude of 1200 m and over an area totaling about 17 
hectares. These populations occur mainly in the Kiandra, Long Plain and Happy Jacks Plain 
areas. A few other populations occur outside the park, further east on the Monaro Tableland, 
near Cooma, at Adaminaby and at Dry Plain. Earlier recorded sites at Bibbenluke, 
Nimmitabel and Black Lake have not been re-confirmed in recent surveys and the species 
may now be extinct at these sites (DECC, 2005; DEWHA, 2007). 

Within Kosciuszko NP, Monaro Golden Daisy is usually found above 1200 m in or on the 
margins of subalpine treeless plains supporting alpine heath and grassland communities of the 
Alpine Complex. These communities are dominated by snow grasses (Poa spp.) and various 
shrub species, such as Leucopogon hookeri, Pimelea biflora, Oxylobium ellipticum, 
Pultenaea fasciculata, and occur on usually shallow soils derived from basalt, granite and 
sedimentary substrates (McDougall & Walsh, 2007).  

The populations outside the park are found at lower altitudes of 860–1010 m, on the 
temperate montane grasslands of the Monaro Tablelands, typically dominated by grasses of 
the genera Austrodanthonia, Austrostipa, Poa and/or Themeda triandra. These lower altitude 
native grasslands are far more fragmented and restricted than the higher altitude grasslands 
inside the park. This species occurs within the Murrumbidgee and Southern Rivers (NSW) 
Natural Resource Management Regions (DECC, 2005; DEWHA, 2007). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland, 
• Upland Wetlands of the New England Tablelands and the Monaro Plateau, and 
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• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian 
Capital Territory. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Monaro Golden Daisy at higher altitudes within Kosciuszko NP 
include loss and degradation of local habitat and/or populations by Feral Pigs (Sus scrofa) and 
Horses (Equus caballus); and damage incurred by activities associated with horse riding and 
illegal off-road driving. Lower altitude populations on the Monaro Tableland are threatened 
by agricultural activities, such as application of superphosphate to adjacent lands; competition 
from introduced grass and weeds; unsuitable fire practices; and trampling and grazing by 
cattle or sheep (DEWHA, 2007; McDougall & Walsh, 2007).  

A further intrinsic threat to higher altitude populations has been identified by Young and 
colleagues (2002) who detected a high level of clonality (i.e. populations comprising a single 
genotype) in these areas. As Monaro Golden Daisy has a high level of self-incompatibility, 
little seed-set occurs in the high-altitude clonal occurrences, indicating a depauperate soil seed 
bank and reduced chance of recolonisation should any of these populations be destroyed. 
Whereas the populations at lower altitudes arguably face more extrinsic threats, they are more 
genetically diverse and therefore seed production in these populations is at least potentially 
higher. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Develop and implement site management plans including species-specific actions. 
• Identify key sites for conservation protection.  
• Identify sites that should be targeted for an enhancement program to improve the existing 

values.  
• Assess conservation value of all sites containing species, based on population size, flora, 

fauna and condition. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Monaro Golden Daisy. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land.  
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where Monaro Golden Daisy occurs do not adversely impact on 
known populations. 

• Ensure agricultural activities (including the use of fertilisers) in or near to areas where 
Monaro Golden Daisy occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to run-off, sedimentation or 
pollution.  

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement management plans for invasive weeds in the region. 
• Manage sites to prevent the introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat 

to the Monaro Golden Daisy, using appropriate methods.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control of Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005). 
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• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of Feral 
Horses in the region.  

• Manage sites to ensure appropriate cattle and sheep grazing regimes occur to allow 
regeneration from seedlings.  

• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Monaro Golden Daisy.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Monaro Golden 
Daisy, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 
Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005), and 

• Plan of management, Kosciuszko National Park (DECC 2006). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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