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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus pulverulenta (Silver-leaved Mountain Gum) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Eucalyptus pulverulenta, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Silver-leaved Mountain Gum and 
Silver-leaved Gum, is a small straggling tree or mallee 2–6 m high, rarely to 10 m, which 
retains its juvenile foliage throughout its life. The bark is smooth, bronze to grey, and shed 
along the stems and trunks to the ground in narrow ribbons. The young stems are glaucous 
(grey-blue). The juvenile leaves are opposite, stalkless (sessile), circular to heart-shaped and 
heavily glaucous. Adult leaves are rarely present, but are broad lanceolate to elliptical and are 
also glaucous. The buds are glaucous, stalkless and are borne in umbels of three. Specimens 
with buds in four to seven and adult leaves are hybrids (Pryor, 1981). Stamens of flowers are 
white and are visible between September to November. The fruits are sessile, glaucous and 
cup-shaped (Hall, 1980; Pryor, 1981; Brooker & Kleinig, 1999). 

Conservation Status 
Silver-leaved Mountain Gum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Silver-leaved 
Mountain Gum is also listed as vulnerable under Schedule II of the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 (NSW).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Silver-leaved Mountain Gum has a highly disjunct distribution with several small stands in 
the Bowenfels district on the NSW Central Tablelands, and a few occurrences to the east of 
Bredbo, on the NSW Southern Tablelands (Briggs & Leigh, 1990; DECC NSW, 2005a). This 
species occurs within the Hawkesbury–Nepean, Central West, Murrumbidgee and Southern 
Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Silver-leaved Mountain Gum occurs on the crests or upper slopes of moderately steep hillsides 
or mountains (Chippendale, 1988; Briggs & Leigh, 1990), at altitudes of 800–1000 m (Peters, 
Lonie & Moran, 1990), usually on well-drained skeletal soils with frequent rock outcrops 
(Pryor 1981; Chippendale 1988; Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990). The southern populations 
occur in sandy or gravelly loams over shales and sedimentary rock (Pryor 1981; Briggs & 
Leigh 1990). 

There are a total of 10 known populations, amounting to a total number of around 5400 plants 
(Briggs & Leigh, 1990; Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990). The populations in the Central 
Tablelands are mostly less than 0.5 hectares in area at sites near Bogan Gate, Lawsons 
Sugarloaf, Mt Blaxland, Lowther Creek and Hartley. The total number of individuals on the 
Central Tablelands is approximately 3000 (Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990; Benson & 
McDougall, 1998). The Southern Tablelands populations generally occur over larger areas, 
although the distribution is sparse. Two sites occur on grazed Crown leasehold adjacent to the 
Dowling Fire Trail, at an altitude of 900–1050 m and over an area of approximately 90 
hectares. There are approximately 1000 individuals on these sites (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). A 
population of 62 individuals in two stands also occurs adjacent to Inaloy Fire Trail (Briggs & 
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Leigh, 1990; Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990). Sites on private land between Bredbo and Cooma 
contain about 1300 individuals (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities:  
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland, 
• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian 

Capital Territory, and  
• Temperate Highland Peat Swamps on Sandstone.  

Threats 
The main identified threats to Silver-leaved Mountain Gum are damage to habitat by grazing 
(Pryor 1981; DECC, 2005a), susceptibility to stochastic events because most populations are 
small (Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990; DECC, 2005a) and illegal seed collection (Briggs & 
Leigh, 1990). Sites on private land between Bredbo and Cooma are generally grazed (Briggs 
& Leigh, 1990). Pryor (1981) noted at that time that some stands could be under threat by 
gold mining activities. 

The main potential threats to Silver-leaved Mountain Gum include clearing of native 
vegetation for fire trails or development (Briggs & Leigh, 1990).  

The populations that occur adjacent to Inaloy Fire Trail have been subject to heavy seed 
collection and visitation in the past, and were also considered at threat from damage or 
clearing for fire trails (Briggs & Leigh, 1990; Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. Modelling of habitat at known localities could assist 
targeting of further survey effort (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). 

• Conduct research to investigate fire ecology and determine optimal fire regimes. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Investigate seed viability, germination, dormancy and longevity (in natural environment 

and in storage) (Briggs & Leigh, 1990; Peters, Lonie & Moran, 1990). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Silver-leaved Mountain Gum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Silver-leaved Mountain Gum. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Silver-leaved Mountain Gum.  
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• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 
activities involving substrate and vegetation disturbance) in areas where the species occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Protect stands of Silver-leaved Mountain Gum from firewood collection (Briggs & Leigh, 
1990). 

• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of introduced species in the 

local region. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate grazing regimes are 

conducted to allow regeneration (Prior, 1981). 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Silver-leaved Mountain 

Gum. Currently this species is listed the NSW Threatened Species Hazard Reduction list 
(NSW RFS, 2003) as requiring “no fire more than once every fifteen years”, and “no 
slashing, trittering or tree removal”. 

• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 
inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Silver-leaved Mountain Gum within the local community, including 

landowners and Landcare groups. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Cooma-Monaro Shire Council’s Heritage Register (Cooma-Monaro Shire Council, 2004),  
• Bombala Shire Council’s Heritage Register (Bombala Shire Council, 2004), and 
• NSW Threatened Species Hazard Reduction list (NSW RFS 2003).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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