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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Leptospermum thompsonii (Monga Tea-tree) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Leptospermum thompsonii, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Monga Tea-tree, is a shrub 
growing to 6 m high, with rough flaky bark and hairy young stems. Leaves are 10–15 mm 
long, 4–6 mm wide, with a sharp tip and short petiole (leaf stalk). Flowers are 15 mm wide, 
solitary, and have 5 white petals. Fruits are capsules 10 mm in diameter. Both the flowers and 
fruit are covered with short, soft and erect hairs (Thompson, 1989; Thompson & Logan, 
2002).   

Conservation Status 
Monga Tea-tree is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Monga Tea-tree is also listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Monga Tea-tree is endemic to NSW and populations occur in Monga National Park (NP), 
Budawang NP, and Morton NP. Large populations include 3000 individuals within Monga 
NP and 5000 individuals within Monga NP and adjacent Budawang NP. Both of these large 
populations are close to roads, including the Kings Highway, thus increasing threats from 
roadwork, maintenance, and inappropriate vehicle use. An old estimate of this species’ linear 
range is 1.3 km (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). 

The species grows on black silty loam, sandstone and metamorphosed sediments in swamps, 
drainage lines and along road verges (DECC, 2005a). Habitat is permanently wet or moist. It 
occurs as pure stands in wet heath, sphagnum bog, or as an element in open forest with 
Eucalyptus radiata. Associated species in heath communities include Gleichenia microphylla, 
Epacris impressa, Baeckea utilis, Lomandra longifolia, Banksia palludosa and Acacia rubida. 
This species occurs within the Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

This species is not known to occur in any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community.  

Threats 

The main identified threats to Monga Tea-tree are too-frequent fires and forestry activity 
(DECC, 2005a).  

The main potential threats to Monga Tea-tree include rubbish dumping; oil spills; road 
accidents; and future road works affecting the populations beside the Kings Highway (DECC, 
2005a). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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• Investigate reproductive biology and processes to encourage recruitment (DECC, 2005b). 
• Prepare and distribute environmental impact assessments guidelines (DECC, 2005b). 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants, especially within State Forests. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Monga Tea-tree. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where Monga Tea-tree occurs do not adversely impact 
on known populations (DECC, 2005a). 

• Place protective crash and drainage barriers to protect the Kings Highway populations 
(DECC, 2005b). 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land to 
prevent rubbish dumping. 

• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 

increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Monga Tea-tree in Monga 

and Morton NP to include a fire frequency of not less than once every 15 years (DECC, 
2005b). 

• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 
inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Monga Tea-tree within the local community, particularly adjacent 

landholders, foresters, the Roads and Traffic Authority, and National Park users.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al, 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Monga Tea-tree, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Morton National Park and Budawang National Park Plan of Management (DECC, 2001), and 
• NSW Priority Action Statement for the Monga Tea Tree (DECC, 2005b). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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