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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for  
Grevillea acanthifolia subsp. paludosa (Bog Grevillea) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Grevillea acanthifolia subsp. paludosa, Family Proteaceae, also known as Bog Grevillea, is a 
spreading shrub growing up to 3 m tall and 5 m wide, with leaves 4−6 cm long that are 
divided into triangular lobes (NSW NPWS, 1999). The flowers are coloured bright pink to red 
with a green tip and have a distinctive ‘toothbrush’ spike (Makinson & Albrecht, 1989; NSW 
NPWS, 1999). Flowering occurs from September to December (Makinson, 2000).   

Conservation Status 
Bog Grevillea is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as endangered 
under Schedule 1 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Bog Grevillea is known from only two populations in the Nalbaugh plateau on the Southern 
Tablelands of NSW (DECC, 2005a). Currently, only 41 individuals have been recorded, all 
within the South East Forests National Park, in the Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource 
Management Region (DECC, 2005a). 

This species grows on low hummocks in peaty swamps at approximately 1000 m altitude and 
has been found in association with Leptospermum scoparium, L. lanigerum, 
Gahnia sieberiana, Boronia deanei, Sprengelia incarnata, Gleichenia dicarpa, 
Pultenaea subumbellata and Bauera rubioides (Makinson & Albrecht, 1989; NSW NPWS, 
1999; DECC, 2005a). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Bog Grevillea are inappropriate fire regimes and catastrophic 
events, which threaten the species due to its small population size and limited distribution 
(DECC, 2005a). 

Potential threats to this species are low recruitment, as the population age structure is 
dominated by old individuals (NSW NPWS, 1999), and changes to water flow and quality. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include:  
• Investigation into the reproductive ecology of the existing population of Bog Grevillea 

(DECC, 2005b), and 
• Investigation of the specific fire requirements of this species (DECC, 2005b). 
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Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Bog Grevillea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Bog Grevillea. 
• Manage any changes to hydrology which may result in changes to the water table levels, 

increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Bog Grevillea. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Bog Grevillea within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al, 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be undertaken to 
support the recovery of Bog Grevillea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the size of the population and health of individuals (DECC, 2005b). 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations, particularly on the Nalbaugh plateau (DECC, 2005b). 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Bog 

Grevillea, using appropriate methods.  
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Bog Grevillea, using appropriate methods. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 
• Prevent prescribed burning in populations until the fire response of the species is known 

(DECC, 2005b). 
• Ensure fire-free intervals are greater than the time taken to reach reproductive maturity 

(probably at least 10 years) (DECC, 2005b). 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Bog Grevillea, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Threatened Species Priority Action Statement for Grevillea acanthifolia subsp. 
paludosa (DECC, 2005b), and 

• South East Forests National Park Fire Management Plan (NSW NPWS, 2005) and Plan of 
Management (NSW NPWS, 2006). 
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