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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Allocasuarina simulans 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Allocasuarina simulans, Family Casuarinaceae, also known as Nabiac Casuarina, is a 
straggling shrub, 1–3 m high. It has mainly smooth bark and ascending green branchlets up to 
20 cm long. Leaves are reduced to a ring of six tiny teeth at the nodes (joints) of each 
branchlet. Inconspicuous male and female flowers are borne on separate plants. Oblong 
woody cones to 33 mm long contain small winged seeds. 

Conservation Status 
Allocasuarina simulans is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). 
Allocasuarina simulans is also listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 (NSW).   

Distribution and Habitat 
Allocasuarina simulans is endemic to a small area near Forster, between Booti Booti National 
Park (NP) and Nabiac, on the NSW mid-north coast (Wilson & Johnson, 1989). Most 
specimens occur in Booti Booti NP, where they occur in an 89 ha section adjoining The Lakes 
Way (Griffith et al., 2000). Allocasuarina simulans dominates patches of dry heathland on 
sandy podzolic soils, on dunes that are exposed to prevailing onshore winds (Griffith et al. 
2000). This species occurs within the Hunter-Central Rivers and Northern Rivers (NSW) 
Natural Resource Management Regions (DECC, 2005a).   

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Allocasuarina simulans are disturbance from sand mining, fire 
(too frequent and/or too hot), or weed invasion by exotics such as Lantana (Lantana camara), 
which is a problem in Booti Booti NP (Ramsay, 1987). Additionally Bitou Bush 
(Chrysanthemoides monilifera) actively displaces native vegetation in Booti Booti NP by 
forming extensive colonies on foredunes and sea cliffs, and invasion by such exotics is often 
worsened by fire and disturbance (Ramsay, 1987). Allocasuarina simulans is also threatened 
by clearing of coastal heath habitat (DECC, 2005a).  

The main potential threats to Allocasuarina simulans include degradation of the vegetation by 
unrestricted 4WD, trail bike and pedestrian access, and rubbish dumping along tracks and fire 
trails (Griffith et al., 2000).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
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• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Allocasuarina simulans. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the species occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, 

conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 
• Develop Environmental Impact Assessment guidelines and distribute to relevant consent 

authorities (DECC, 2005b). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Undertake weed control on DECC estate and encourage weed control activities on other 

tenures. Implement Bitou Bush control as described in the Bitou Bush and Boneseed 
Threat Abatement Plan (DECC, 2006).   

• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 
adverse impact on Allocasuarina simulans.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Allocasuarina simulans. 
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and 

vegetation regeneration. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of A. simulans within the local community.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to 
Allocasuarina simulans, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at 
the time of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Bitou Bush (Chrysanthemoides monilifera) weed management guide (DEH, 2003), 
• NSW Priority Action Statement for A. simulans (DECC 2005b),  
• NSW Threat Abatement Plan – Invasion of native plant communities by 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera (Bitou Bush and Boneseed) (DECC, 2006), and 
• Weeds of National Significance: Lantana (Lantana camara) (ARMCANZ, 2001). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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