
This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister on: 22 May 2009 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pimelea spinescens subsp. pubiflora  (Wimmera Rice-flower) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 

management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Pimelea spinescens subsp. pubiflora, Family Thymelaeaceae, also known as the Wimmera 
Rice-flower, is a small native shrub, that can grow to 50 cm in height (DSE, 2008).  It is one 
of two subspecies of Spiny Rice-flower (Pimelea spinescens), and the key features of the 
flowers are used to separate the subspecies.  The Wimmera Rice-flower (P. spinescens subsp. 
pubiflora) has flowers that are hairy on the outer surface whereas those of the Spiny Rice-
flower (P. spinescens subsp. spinescens) are hairless. The spine-tipped nature of the stems 
distinguishes both the Wimmera and Spiny Rice-flower from all other Rice-flower species. 

Conservation Status 

P. spinescens subsp. pubiflora is listed as critically endangered under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  The subspecies is eligible for listing as 
critically endangered as the subspecies has a very restricted geographic distribution which is 
precarious for its survival. The subspecies is also listed as threatened under the Victorian 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Wimmera Rice-flower is endemic to Victoria.  It was presumed to be an extinct 
subspecies, until its discovery in the Natimuk area in 2005.  A second population in the 
township of Minyip was discovered in 2007.  Previous records were from the Dimboola, 
Wimmera and Borung districts, but no plants have been seen from these areas since 1901 
(Walsh and Entwisle, 1996). 

In addition to the two extant populations at Natimuk and Minyip, a collection made in 1986 
from the Minyip-Dimboola Road, suggests that at one stage, a third population was present.  
This collection was incorrectly named Pimelea serpyllifolia, but when it was re-evaluated in 
2007 by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, it was confirmed to be the Wimmera Rice-
flower (DSE, 2008).  This third population is now presumed to be extinct following concerted 
searches in this area in July 2007 and July 2008 (DSE, 2008).   

The Natimuk population (approximately 2600 plants) occupies an area of roadside equalling 
0.005 km2.  The Minyip population (approximately 115 plants) occupies an area of 0.1 km2 
(DSE, 2008). 

The two populations occur on level ground with a loamy soil type.  The Natimuk population 
occurs on a roadside reserve in a grassland dominated by spear grasses and wallaby grasses 
(Austrostipa and Austrodanthonia species respectively), with scattered shrubs of Bursaria 
spinosa (Sweet Bursaria) and Senna artemisioides (Cassia), whereas the population at Minyip 
occurs on Crown Land within a Buloke grassland area (DSE, 2008). 

The subspecies occurs within the Wimmera NRM region of north-west Victoria.  The 
distribution of this subspecies is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 

The main identified threats to the subspecies are road works and road maintenance activities, 
slashing for fire fuel reduction (to create a fire break), an inappropriate fire regime, weed 
invasion and competition, and herbicide spraying. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Support and enhance the current monitoring program being implemented by the 

Department of Sustainability and Environment, Victoria. 
 More precisely assess population size, ecological requirements and demographic 

information including recruitment, mortality and morphological data for the subspecies. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations of the Wimmera Rice-flower.  
 Support the seed germination trials being initiated by the Department of Sustainability and 

Environment, Victoria to determine the requirements for successful establishment. 

Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Wimmera Rice-flower. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities in areas where the Wimmera Rice-

flower occurs, do not adversely impact on the known populations. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on the Wimmera Rice-flower. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  

Invasive Weeds 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the Wimmera 

Rice-flower, using appropriate methods.   
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the Wimmera Rice-flower, using appropriate methods. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Wimmera Rice-

flower. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences of the subspecies to local and state Rural Fire 

Services, and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
and/or operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of the Wimmera Rice-flower within the local community through site 

visits, signage (where appropriate), and fact sheets/information brochures. 
 Engage the local council managing the roads, to ensure they are aware of the sites where 

the Wimmera Rice-flower occurs.  
 Develop a community network interested in the protection and management of the two 

populations.  
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Wimmera 
Rice-flower, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

In 2008, a Management Action Plan for the Wimmera Rice-flower was being drafted by the 
Department of Sustainability and Environment, Victoria.  When finalised, it will identify a 
number of short and long term conservation actions, to help protect the existing populations 
of the subspecies. 

Information Sources: 

Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) (2008).  Victorian Threatened Flora 
Species Information Sheet: Wimmera Rice-flower.  Department of Sustainability and 
Environment, Horsham, Victoria. 

Walsh NG and Entwisle TJ (1996).  Flora of Victoria, Vol 3. (p. 918).  Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Melbourne.  Inkata Press. 
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