
The Minister delisted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 15 July 2010 
 

Advice to the Minister for Environment Protection, Heritage and the Arts 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

 on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1.  Scientific name (common name) 

Petrogale lateralis pearsoni   

The species is commonly known as Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies). It is 
also known as Pearson Island Rock-wallaby. It is in the Family Macropodidae. 

 

2.  Description 

The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) has a dark grizzled grey-brown back 
with a pale coloured chest. It has a dark face with a distinct yellow cheek stripe and dark ears with 
a paler patch across the base. The subspecies is found on rocky slopes and boulder complexes 
associated with cliffs and gorges.  They have adapted specialist morphology for living on the 
rocky surfaces, including a pear shaped body that allows for a low centre of gravity and a long, 
cylindrical tail used primarily for counter balance. 

 

3.  National Context 

The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is endemic to South Australia.  It is 
currently known from three locations; on Pearson Island, Thistle Island and Wedge Island.  

The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) was previously listed as vulnerable 
under the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972, however after a review of its 
listing status by the South Australian Threatened Species Schedule Subcommittee, the species is 
now listed as rare. 

 

4.  How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria 

The Committee judges the species to be not eligible for listing under the EPBC Act. The 
justification against the criteria is as follows: 

Criterion 1 – It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Historically, the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) only occurred on the 
northern section of Pearson Island, which is located in the Great Australian Bight, 62km off the 
coast of South Australia.  During an expedition to Pearson Island in 1960, 6 rock-wallabies were 
accidentally released onto the middle-south section of Pearson Island and a population 
subsequently established (Copley, 1994). The subspecies was successfully introduced to Thistle 
Island in 1974 and 1975, and to Wedge Island in 1975. An attempt to translocate the subspecies to 
West Island off the Fleurieu Peninsula in 1974 was unsuccessful. 

The total population size of the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is 
estimated to be between 1000 and 1200 mature individuals. This figure was calculated based on 
direct counts made from sections of Pearson Island and Thistle Island.  

There are an estimated 400 – 500 mature individuals on Pearson Island. This estimate is from 1980 
but is likely to be indicative of current population size as the population is presumed stable (Van 
Weenen, pers. comm., 2008).  On Thistle Island and Wedge Island, the subspecies has greatly 
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expanded in number since its introduction in the 1970s. On Thistle Island, the population is 
estimated to be between 430 and 520 mature individuals. The Wedge Island population is 
estimated to be approximately 200 individuals (Van Weenen, pers. comm., 2005). This population 
has some potential to expand further in the future in conjunction with the expansion in the range 
and density of the Southern hairy-nosed wombat, as rock wallabies are mostly nocturnal and utilise 
wombat burrows for shelter during the day (Jones, 2001). 

There are a number of potential threats that may impact on the Black-footed Rock-wallaby 
(Pearson Island subspecies) including fire, disease and drought. Populations may also be 
threatened in the long-term by a low level of genetic variability (Jones, 2001). However, these 
threats are not known to be currently impacting on the subspecies.  

The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) has undergone an increase in 
population numbers over the last thirty years. It is unlikely to undergo a substantial reduction in 
population numbers in the future as there are no threats currently impacting on the subspecies.  

Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 2 – Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is currently known from three 
locations in South Australia; on Pearson Island, Thistle Island and Wedge Island.  The total extent 
of occurrence for the subspecies is 50 km2. This includes an extent of occurrence of 2 km2 on 
Pearson Island, 39 km2 on Thistle Island and 9 km2 on Wedge Island.  

There is no data available to indicate a decline in the subspecies’ geographic distribution or habitat 
quality. On Thistle Island and Wedge Island, the subspecies has greatly expanded in number since 
its introduction in the 1970s. The population on Pearson Island is stable. As discussed under 
criterion 1, there are currently no known threats impacting on the subspecies. 

While the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) has a very restricted geographic 
distribution, it is not precarious for its survival due to the lack of threats currently impacting on the 
subspecies. Therefore the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

 

Criterion 3 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is limited to a particular 
degree and: (a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a particular 
rate; or (b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

The total population size of the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is 
estimated to be between 1000 and 1200 mature individuals. This figure was calculated based on 
direct counts made from sections of Pearson Island and Thistle Island.  

The number of mature individuals of the subspecies is unlikely to decline in the future. As 
discussed under criterion 1, there are currently no known threats impacting on the subspecies.  On 
Thistle Island and Wedge Island, the subspecies has greatly expanded in number since it was 
introduced in the 1970s. The population on Pearson Island is stable.  

The total population size of the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is low for 
the purpose of this criterion but is not likely to decline in the future. In addition, the species’ 
geographic distribution is not precarious for its survival. Therefore, the species is not eligible for 
listing under this criterion. 
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Criterion 4 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

The total population size of the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is 
estimated to be between 1000 and 1200 mature individuals. This number is not extremely low, 
very low or low for the purpose of this criterion. Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing 
under this criterion.  

 

Criterion 5 – Probability of extinction in the wild 

There are no data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

 

5.  CONCLUSION 

The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) is currently known from three 
locations in South Australia; on Pearson Island, Thistle Island and Wedge Island. The subspecies 
has a population size of between 1000 and 1200 mature individuals and has undergone an increase 
in population numbers over the last thirty years. The Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island 
subspecies) is unlikely to undergo a substantial reduction in population numbers in the future as 
there are no threats currently impacting on the subspecies.  

While the Black-footed Rock-wallaby (Pearson Island subspecies) has a very restricted geographic 
distribution, it is not precarious for its survival due to the lack of threats currently impacting on the 
subspecies. 

The species is not eligible for listing against any criterion. 
 

 

6.  Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be amended 
by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Petrogale lateralis pearsoni  

 

 

 

 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton 

Chair 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
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