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Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Senecio laticostatus (fin-fruit fireweed) 

2. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 

3. How judged by the Committee in relation to eligibility for inclusion in the list of 
threatened species 

The Committee judges that Senecio laticostatus is not eligible for listing in any category as 
this taxon is now thought to be a hybrid or to possibly belong to the newly described 
subspecies Senecio glomeratus subsp. longifructus, of the very widespread and well-known 
species Senecio glomeratus (Walsh, 1999; Thompson, 2004; Cameron, pers. comm. 2010). 
It has been described by Thompson (2004) as ‘an aberrant specimen with several features 
discordant with Senecio morphology and with apparently non-viable achenes’. 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting as it is no longer recognised as 
a viable taxon and is possibly a synonym of Senecio glomeratus subsp. longifructus. 
Therefore, the taxon is not eligible for listing under the EPBC Act. 

4. Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Senecio laticostatus 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
3 June 2010 
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