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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata (wingless raspwort) 

 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

 

 
Description 
Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata (wingless raspwort), Family Haloragaceae, also known as 
the square raspwort, is a robust perennial forb growing to 1.5 m high with more or less square 
stems, opposite toothed leaves, and small inconspicuous flowers, 3–15 per inflorescence 
(Wilson 2002). Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata is divided into two varieties: var. exalata, 
which has scabrous stems and leaves, 3-7 flowered dichasia (inflorescence) and a scabrous 
ovary; and var. laevis, which has glabrous stems and leaves, 7-15 flowered dichasia and 
glabrous ovary (Wilson, 2002). 

 
Conservation Status 
Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  

This species was proposed to be removed from Schedule 2 (where it remains listed as 
vulnerable) of the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 and bears the ROTAP 
code 3VCa (Briggs & Leigh 1996). The NSW Scientific Committee has supported a 
preliminary determination to de-list the species (OEH 2009).  
 
Distribution and Habitat 
Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata occurs in New South Wales and Victoria from as far north 
as the NSW north-western slopes (near Narrabri), south to the Glenelg River in south-western 
Victoria.  In New South Wales populations are known from the areas of western Sydney, 
Kosciuszko National Park, the Bega Valley, Bungonia Gorge east of Goulburn on the Central 
Tablelands, the Shoalhaven River and Lake Illawarra on the Central Coast, the North Coast 
and the Northern Tablelands. In Victoria populations are known from near the Glenelg and 
Curdies Rivers, both in the south-west of the state.  

Important populations occur in the following NSW National Parks: Kosciuszko National 
Park, Geehi Valley (NSW), Lower Glenelg National Park, Moleside Creek (VIC), Gulaga 
National Park, Wallaga Lake (NSW), Eurobodalla National Park, Corunna Lake (NSW) and 
Marramarra National Park (NSW). Other important populations occur at Cuttagee Lake 
(NSW), Gooseberry Island in Lake Illawarra (NSW) and Bungonia State Conservation Area 
(NSW). 

Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata is presently known from a range of vegetation types, all of 
which appear to have a history of recurrent disturbance. It appears to be a post-disturbance 
coloniser, based on observations of large numbers of plants on disturbed roadsides, cleared 
power-line easements, and recently burnt or flooded areas. Habitat critical for survival has not 
been accurately defined for this species. 

 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at 
the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 
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Threats 
Weed invasion is a potential threat to Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata, as many species of 
weeds are also known to favour disturbed areas (Miles 2008). Weeds are, however, primarily 
a threat to the freshwater populations, as few species tolerate the more saline conditions of the 
lake shores that support large populations of H. exalata subsp. exalata (Miles 2008). Other 
threats include inappropriate biomass reduction, native herbivore grazing, weed control and 
clearing.  

 
Regional Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata: 

• Map extent of known populations. Accurately survey all known sites 
• Acquire baseline population data, including: identification of the area and extent of the 

population; estimates of the number, size and structure of the population; and, where 
possible, estimation of population change 

• Update records on all State databases (Flora Information System (FIS), Actions for 
Biodiversity Conservation (ABC), Victorian Rare or Threatened Population 
(VROTPop) Database and National Herbaria of NSW & Victoria) 

• Determine and monitor current population size and demography and monitor, habitat 
condition and threats at known sites 

• Control pest plants using an adaptive management approach to control. Potential 
control methods might include herbicide application, considered use of fire and / or 
careful hand removal 

• Recover populations using fire and investigate fire ecology 
• Control feral goats in known or potential habitat 
• Disseminate information to increase awareness of this species to landholders and 

public land managers in areas where plants have been reported to occur 
• Improve communication between public land managers and track / road maintenance 

contractors to ensure existing populations are not damaged 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Haloragis 
exalata subsp. exalata, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the 
time of preparing the draft Conservation Advice. 

 
Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata currently occurs in six conservation reserves managed by 
the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service. These include Eurobodalla, Gulaga, Kooraban, 
Murramarang and Kosciuszko National Parks and Berkeley Nature Reserve. 

The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) are updating their Threatened Species 
program following a review of the NSW Priorities Action Statement (PAS) system. Among 
other objectives, this new system will better target the management of the state’s unique 
threatened species by creating six different management streams. Haloragis exalata subsp. 
exalata has been allocated to the Keep Watch management stream due to its relatively large 
population sizes and few threats to long-term viability. Essentially this means that the relevant 
experts have decided that the species is likely to be secure (with 95% confidence) over 100 
years without any direct intervention / management. 
These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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Information Sources 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities SPRAT Profile. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=24636 

Draft Recovery plan for Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata (2009). 

Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata - proposed removal of vulnerable species, NSW Scientific 
Committee preliminary determination. 

Miles, J. & McPherson, P. (2004) Haloragis exalata subsp. exalata var. exalata (Winged 
Raspwort) and Irenepharsus magicus (Elusive Cress) Koskiuszko National Park 
Targeted. 

NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (NSW DECCW) (2005). Square 
Raspwort - profile. 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10392 
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