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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for  
Delma labialis (Striped-tailed Delma) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Delma labialis, Family Pygopodidae, commonly known as the Striped-tailed Delma or White-
striped Delma, is a rich red-brown or grey-brown lizard growing to 10 cm. It has a cream-
coloured throat, belly and underbody, with the lips and side of the head and neck having a 
series of alternating cream and yellow-brown vertical bars (Cogger, 2000).   

Conservation Status 
The Striped-tailed Delma is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also 
listed as vulnerable under Schedule 3 of the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 
(Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Striped-tailed Delma occurs from Townsville to Keswick Island, off Mackay, 
Queensland. Other islands on which it occurs include Magnetic, Shaw and South Molle 
Islands, the Whitsundays and possibly on Dent Island (Cogger, 2000; Queensland 
Government, 2004). A large proportion of the species’ range occurs within the Brigalow Belt. 
On the mainland, the species is found in tall open forests, open forests and open woodlands 
with a grassy understorey. On islands and in coastal areas it has been recorded from wet 
sclerophyll forest (Shea, 1987; EPA, 2007). On Magnetic Island, these lizards have been 
found in wet sclerophyll forest and open woodland near beaches (Shea, 1987; Cogger et al., 
1993). This species occurs within the Burdekin and Mackay Whitsunday (Queensland) 
Natural Resource Management Regions.   

The distribution of the species overlaps with the “Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the 
Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar Bioregions” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Striped-tailed Delma are habitat clearing; tourist pressures; 
inappropriate fire regimes; and habitat disruptions caused by grazing. The mainland range for 
the Striped-tailed Delma is in the Brigalow Belt, an area of high human impact (Covacevich, 
Couper & McDonald, 1998). Much of the land has been modified through agricultural and 
urban development and these activities pose a continuing threat to the species (Cogger et al., 
1993; McDonald et al., 1991). Magnetic Island is a popular tourist destination, and this 
population may be susceptible to disturbance from frequent visitation near occupied areas 
(Cogger et al., 1993). Other threats to the Striped-tailed Delma include removal of refuge 
sites, including woody debris and rocks, and over-grazing (EPA, 2007). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Striped-tailed Delma: 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify sites of high conservation priority. 
• Protect areas of native vegetation, which contain populations/occurrences of the species. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities in areas where the Striped-tailed Delma 

occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, such as covenants or inclusion in reserve 

tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Striped-tailed Delma. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Striped-tailed Delma within the local community, in particular 

among developers, landowners and managers, tourists and tour operators. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Striped-tailed Delma: 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Avoid removing fallen logs, leaf litter and rocks in Striped-tailed Delma habitat (EPA, 

2007).  
• Minimise adverse impacts from changed land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations through the development of conservation agreements and covenants. 

Trampling, browsing or grazing 
• In areas of known and potential habitat, implement appropriate grazing regimes to 

alleviate over-grazing pressure (EPA, 2007). 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Striped-tailed 
Delma, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Whitsundays Plan of Management (GBRMA, 2005). 
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This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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