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Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Acanthiza iredalei iredalei (slender-billed thornbill (western)) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Acanthiza iredalei iredalei Mathews, 
1911 

State Listing Status Not listed under Western Australian legislation. 

Listed as extinct under the Northern Territory Territory Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1972. 

Listed as rare under the South Australian National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1972. 

Description A small bird with head and body length of 9−10 cm. Adults of 
both sexes are alike and mostly olive-grey to olive brown above 
and a black patch with white scalloping on the forehead. A buff 
band extends from the base of the bill to behind the eyes, cream 
ear-coverts, a cream chin and throat and a blackish tail with 
pale-grey tip (Higgins and Peter, 2002). Wingspan is 14−15 cm 
and body weight is 5−6 g (TSSC, 2008). 

Distribution Inhabits arid and semi-arid regions of western, central and 
south-east Western Australia and south-west South Australia 
(TSSC, 2008). 

Occurs in seven populations extending in a discontinuous band 
from Carnarvon in Western Australia to Port Augusta in South 
Australia. Additional populations could exist in rarely-visited 
regions of northern South Australia (Matthew, 1994; Barrett et 
al., 2003; Johnstone and Storr, 2004; TSSC, 2008). 

Thought to have declined in arid inland areas such as the north-
west Nullarbor Plain where it was common in the 1930s but 
scarce by 1960s. May have disappeared from around Leigh 
Creek since the early 1900s (del Hoyo et al., 2007). 

In the Northern Territory the subspecies is known from a single 
specimen collected on the lower Finke River on Idracowra 
Station in 1913 (Storr, 1977). There have been no further 
records of the bird in the Northern Territory. 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Details of the ages of sexual maturity, life expectancy and 
natural mortality of this subspecies are unknown.  

Usually occurs in pairs or small flocks of up to 10 birds (Recher 
and Davis, 2000). Resident or sedentary bird that forages 
mainly on the ground in low vegetation and feeds primarily on 
insects including small ants (Higgins and Peter, 2002; 
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Johnstone and Storr, 2004). Will occasionally eat seeds and 
other vegetable matter (Higgins and Peter, 2002). 

Breeds in solitary pairs from July to October. Dome shaped 
nests are constructed from strips of bark and grass bound 
together with cobwebs. Nests are lined with plant down or other 
soft material and usually placed amongst upper branches of 
small samphire shrubs (Recher and Davis, 2000; Johnstone and 
Storr, 2004). 

Females lay a clutch of two to four white eggs. Nestlings are 
brooded by the female and both parents feed the young with 
food provided mostly by the female (Recher and Davis, 2000). 

Territories occupied during the breeding season range in size 
from 6700−8200 km2 (Higgins and Peter, 2002). 

Occurs in sclerophyll heathland and chenopod shrubland that 
are dominated by samphire, bluebush (Maireana spp.) or 
saltbush (Atriplex spp.) (Matthew, 1994; Recher and Davis, 
2000; Storr, 2004). 

Threats  

Known No current known threats. 

Potential The main potential threat is the degradation of habitat through 
over-grazing and trampling by livestock, and overgrazing and 
ring-barking of shrubs by feral rabbits and goats. Changes in fire 
regime, and the establishment of a mining operation at one 
population (Leigh Creek) may have contributed to an historical 
decline in population size. The highly sedentary nature of the 
taxon and limited evidence of dispersal indicates the subspecies 
has a reduced capacity to move to new habitat or avoid the 
impact of large-scale fires (Matthew, 1994; Garnett and 
Crowley, 2000; Recher and Davis, 2000; Ward and Paton, 
2004). 

Invasive alien tramp ants have also been identified as a 
potential threat in Western Australia (DEH, 2006). 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not substantial – Thought to have declined in arid inland areas 
such as the north-west Nullarbor Plain where it was common in 
the 1930s but scarce by 1960s. May have disappeared from 
around Leigh Creek since the early 1900s (del Hoyo et al., 
2007). However, the current population is considered to be 
stable with an estimated 100 000 breeding birds (Garnett and 
Crowley, 2000). 
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Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Not limited − Extent of occurrence is estimated to be 
1 400 000 km2 and area of occupancy is estimated to be 
400 000 km2 (Garnett and Crowley, 2000). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Although the extent of occurrence appears to have 
declined in the past, there have not been any recent, major 
changes to extent of occurrence. Localised extinction has 
occurred in northern and eastern South Australia and the 
Northern Territory (Parker, 1971; Matthew, 1994). 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Not limited − Current population is considered to be stable with 
an estimated 100 000 breeding birds (Garnett and Crowley, 
2000). 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not limited − Current population is considered to be stable with 
an estimated 100 000 breeding birds (Garnett and Crowley, 
2000). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 

Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – current population is considered to be stable with an 
estimated 100 000 breeding birds (Garnett and Crowley, 
2000). 
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Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium -term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this subspecies is eligible for delisting due to the availability of 
more information on population size, a demonstrated long term stability in population size 
and the lack of known current threats. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Acanthiza iredalei iredalei  

 
 
 
 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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