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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ceyx azureus diemenensis (Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information 
at the time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Ceyx azureus diemenensis, Family Alcedinidae, also known as the Tasmanian Azure 
Kingfisher, is a small kingfisher, 16–19 cm in length, weighing about 40 g and with a 
wingspan of 25–29 cm, with a long slender black bill and a short tail. The head, neck, upper 
parts and breast sides are deep royal blue to azure blue with a violet sheen. The neck has a 
distinctive orange stripe on each side and there is a small orange spot before each eye. The 
throat is pale orange-white, grading to orange-reddish on the belly and undertail. The flanks 
and sides of the breast are washed purple to violet. The legs and feet are red with only two 
forward toes. The lores (the region between the eye and bill on the side of the head) are white 
and inconspicuous except in front view, where they stand out as two large eye-like white 
spots. The eyes are dark brown. The sexes are similar, and young birds have a darker cap and 
are generally duller (Shields, 1994; Schodde and Mason, 1997; Higgins, 1999; Hollands, 
1999; Morcombe, 2003). 

The Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher differs only in minor details when compared to the two 
other subspecies known to occur in mainland Australia – C. a. azurea (eastern Australia) and 
C. a. ruficollaris (northern Australia). The Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher is larger in body 
proportions than the mainland Australian subspecies, and has larger eggs (Schodde and 
Mason, 1976). 

Conservation Status 

The Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher is listed as endangered. This subspecies is eligible for 
listing as endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as the total number of mature individuals is low and its geographic 
distribution is precarious for its survival given the nature of ongoing threats (TSSC, 2009). 

The Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher is also listed as endangered under the Tasmanian 
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher is endemic to Tasmania, occurring along several river 
systems on the south, west and north-west coast with possible occurrences in isolated sites in 
the north-east and centre (Green, 1995; DPIPWE, 2008). Historically, the subspecies has been 
recorded from locations throughout Tasmania, although it may never have been common in 
the east and north (Thomas, 1979). Garnett and Crowley (2000) report the extent of 
occurrence is 2000 km2 (with a medium reliability factor) and area of occupancy is 500 km2 
(with a low reliability factor). 

The population size of the subspecies is not conclusively known. Garnett and Crowley (2000) 
note that “although it is ambitious to estimate numbers for this subspecies, records are few 
enough to suggest that the population contains fewer than 250 mature individuals.” This 
estimate has a low reliability factor. 
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The subspecies feeds on small fish, freshwater crayfish, aquatic insects and occasionally 
amphibians. It occasionally forages on the ground, taking beetles and other terrestrial insects. 
The subspecies mostly catches prey by shallow plunging from perches 1–10 m high that 
overhang rivers and streams (Shields, 1994; Higgins, 1999; Hollands, 1999). 

The subspecies’ nests are made in burrows excavated in stream banks. The entrance is usually 
near the top of the stream bank, with the tunnel extending 20–40 cm to a widened nest 
chamber, where 5–7 glossy white eggs are laid on bare earth. Incubation and care of young 
are by both parents. The fledging period (i.e. time taken to acquire the feathers necessary for 
flight) is approximately 4–5 weeks, and after fledging, young quickly become independent, 
and start feeding themselves (Shields, 1994; Higgins, 1999; Morcombe, 2003). The 
subspecies’ generation length is unknown but estimated to be 3 years (Garnett and Crowley, 
2000). 

The subspecies occurs within the South, North-West and North Natural Resource 
Management regions in Tasmania. The distribution of this subspecies is not known to overlap 
with any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 

The potential threats to the subspecies include habitat clearing, acid mine drainage from 
tailings dams, fluctuating water levels caused by dams and weirs, bridge construction, the 
flooding of nesting burrows from boat wash, competition with Brown Trout (Salmo trutta), 
loss of habitat due to the inappropriate removal of willows (Salix spp.), and the illegal 
removal of whitebait by recreational fishers (Shields, 1994; Higgins, 1999; Garnett and 
Crowley, 2000). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify key threats. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program for this subspecies or, if appropriate, support 

and enhance existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, geographic distribution, habitat requirements, and 

the relevant impacts of threatening processes, including: 
o Characterising occupied and unoccupied habitats in terms of water quality, prey 

availability and likely threatening processes (Garnett and Crowley, 2000). 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations or individuals. 
 Assess the possibility of establishing a captive breeding population. 

Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Manage stream water quality including chemical and physical properties. 
 Confirm known sites of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise disturbance to terrestrial and aquatic components of the Tasmanian Azure 

Kingfisher’s habitat in areas where the subspecies occurs, including necessary actions to 
manage the conservation of the subspecies. 

 Manage the illegal removal of whitebait by recreational fishers. 
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 Develop management recommendations for use in forestry activities. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 Manage Brown Trout predation of known food species of the Tasmanian Azure 
Kingfisher.  

 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate willows (Salix spp.) do not have 

a significant adverse impact on the Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher or its prey. 
 Ensure that the removal of willows (Salix spp.) be accompanied by the restoration of 

appropriate riparian vegetation, to maintain the character of the stream. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of the Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher within the local community through 

site visits, signage, and posters/information brochures to be distributed to local naturalist 
and tourism groups, relevant authorities and volunteer organisations. 

 Raise awareness within the fishing community of the implications of illegal whitebait 
removal to the Tasmanian Azure Kingfisher.  

 Frequently engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land on 
which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Tasmanian 
Azure Kingfisher, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time 
of preparing the Conservation Advice. 
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