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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Neochmia ruficauda ruficauda (Star Finch (eastern)) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Neochmia ruficauda ruficauda, Family Ploceidae, also known as the Star Finch (eastern) or 
Star Finch (southern), is a small and compact bird. Adults of both sexes are greyish-olive with 
a red face and bill, bold white spots on the head, breast and flanks, a cream belly and vent, 
and a crimson tail. The males and females are not known to differ in appearance, although the 
other more common and better-known subspecies of the Star Finch, N. r. clarescens and 
N. r. subclarescens, are sexually dimorphic (i.e. the sexes differ in appearance) (Higgins et al. 
2006), and it is highly likely that the Star Finch (eastern) is sexually dimorphic as well, but 
this dimorphism is yet to be recorded. The Star Finch (eastern) is a sedentary bird that feeds 
primarily on seeds but also eats insects and other invertebrates.  

Conservation Status 
The Star Finch (eastern) is listed as endangered. This subspecies is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
endangered under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The 
species is also listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Star Finch (eastern) occurs in central Queensland and its population is extremely limited. 
Garnett and Crowley (2000) considered it critically endangered; Higgins et al. (2006) 
considered it had an estimated total population of 50 individuals, and Garnett et al. (2005) 
considered it possibly already extinct. This taxon is extinct in New South Wales. 

The distribution of this subspecies is poorly known, and it has disappeared from much of its 
former range. The most recent records occur in an area from near Wowan, north to Bowen, 
west to beyond Winton. It is possible that the subspecies could occur (or occurred) north of 
Bowen, based on historic records of Star Finches at Mount Surprise and in the Cloncurry-
Mount Isa region, but these records cannot be definitively attributed to the eastern subspecies. 
The Star Finch (eastern) is suspected to occur in four discrete subpopulations (Holmes, 1996; 
1998)  

The Star Finch (eastern) occurs within the Desert Channels, Burdekin and Fitzroy 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. It has been recorded from damp 
grasslands, sedgelands or grassy woodlands near permanent water or areas of regular 
inundation. Occasionally, individuals have been reported in disturbed habitat and suburban 
areas.  

The distribution of the Star Finch (eastern) overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological communities:  
• Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar 

Bioregions,  
• The community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the 

Great Artesian Basin,  
• Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions 

(North and South),  
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• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), and  
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely's Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland. 

Threats 
The main historical cause of the decline in range of the Star Finch (eastern) is uncertain, but is 
likely to have been habitat degradation caused by over-grazing and trampling of habitat by 
livestock (Garnett & Crowley, 2000).  

The current identified threats include the continued degradation of habitat by livestock; 
predation by introduced species such as feral cats (Felis catus) and European red foxes 
(Vulpes vulpes); invasive weeds; and poisoning by contaminants, such as cyanide, employed 
in mining operations (Holmes, 1998; Garnett & Crowley, 2000).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes, 
• Identify the management requirements of key food plants, and 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Star Finch (eastern). 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.   
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of the Star 

Finch (eastern). 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations.  
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used in mining operations or to eradicate weeds do 

not have a significant adverse impact on the Star Finch (eastern). 
• Manage any disruptions to water flows, given that this subspecies requires seasonally 

inundated or damp habitat near permanent waterholes.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure, especially to reduce impacts of livestock 
grazing in key areas. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weeds, including exotic 

pasture grasses, in the local region. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 
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Animal Predation or Competition 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral cats 

and European red foxes in the local region. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Star Finch (eastern) within the local community. 
• Liaise with land managers to ensure that management practices comply with the 

requirements of the Star Finch (eastern). 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this subspecies, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by European Red Fox (EA, 1999a), and 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by Feral Cats (EA, 1999b). 
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