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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pultenaea setulosa 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Pultenaea setulosa, Family Fabaceae, is an erect shrub to 2.5 m with stems that have 
appressed hairs. Leaves are alternately arranged, more or less linear, terete, 6-12 mm long and 
0.5 mm wide, with a few hairs,  the margins are involute and and the apex has a straight or  
curved spine to 1 mm long.. Stipules are 2–5 mm long. The inflorescences are dense, leafy 
and occur at the ends of branchlets. Flowers are 6-9 mm long, and yellow or orange. Pods are 
globular and about 5 mm long (Queensland Herbarium 2008; Weston, 1991, as Pultenaea 
species I).   

In 2002 de Kok & West (2002) considered that this species includes the previously recognised 
species P. campbellii, P. boormanii, P. lapidosa, Pultenaea sp. I, and Pultenaea sp. F. All of 
these species except Pultenaea sp. I are still accepted as distinct taxa in the Australian Plant 
Census (CHAH, 2005). This species complex is still the subject of ongoing taxonomic 
research (Weston & de Kok, 2002). The taxon originally listed under the EPBC Act relates to 
the narrow concept of P. setulosa, not the broader concept of de Kok & West (2002). 

Conservation Status 

Pultenaea setulosa is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Pultenaea setulosa is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Pultenaea setulosa is known from Broad Sound to the Marlborough area in Queensland 
(Bentham, 1864)  and also from the Nandewar Range in northern New South Wales (Weston, 
1991). In Queensland the species grows on serpentinite substrates in Eucalyptus fibrosa 
and/or Corymbia xanthope woodlands or open forests. In NSW, the species grows in wet 
sclerophyll forest on volcanic substrates (Weston, 1991). This species occurs within the 
Fitzroy (Queensland) and Border Rivers–Gwydir (NSW) Natural Resource Management 
Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Pultenaea setulosa to Queensland populations is the destruction 
of individuals and disturbance of habitat through mining activities and associated 
infrastructure and development (Queensland Herbarium, 1997; Batianoff et al., 2000). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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 Identify the threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting on New South Wales 
populations of P. setulosa. 

 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

 Investigate the precise taxonomic relationship between and within populations of 
P. setulosa and related taxa using appropriate methodologies including DNA marker 
analysis, and if appropriate, review the threatened status of the species. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of P. setulosa. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Ensure infrastructure, development or other activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where P. setulosa occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of P. setulosa within the local community.  
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. setulosa, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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