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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Dipodium pictum  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Dipodium pictum, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Brittle Climbing Orchid or Climbing 
Hyacinth Orchid, is a terrestrial or epiphytic orchid. The spirally twisted, brittle, leafy 
climbing stems are 3–5 m long, the old parts covered with dry leaf bases. Leaves are crowded, 
sword-like and bright green, 20–50 cm long and 3–4.5 cm wide, curved and thin but tough. 
Racemes are erect, 20–60 cm long with 5–25 flowers. Flowers are 30–40 mm across, creamy-
white with dark red blotches on the exterior. Sepals and petals are narrowly obovate; the 
dorsal sepal is 20–50 mm long and 5–7 mm wide; the lateral sepals are 20–25 mm long and 
5–7 mm wide; the petals are 20–25 mm long and 4–5 mm wide. The labellum is 15–20 mm 
long and 6–8 mm wide, cream or pink with 4–6 red stripes; the lateral lobes are falcate, about 
3 mm long and 1 mm wide; the mid-lobe covered with fine hairs and the margins decurved 
(Jones, 2006, pp. 272; referred to as D. pandanum).  

Dipodium pandanum is the correct name for this species (Jones, 2006). The species was 
previously included within D. pictum, a south-east Asian species (Clements, 1989). 

Conservation Status 

Dipodium pictum is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Dipodium pictum is also 
listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Dipodium pictum is known in Australia from four specimens from Cape York Peninsula, 
where it has been recorded from only two locations: Iron Range National Park and a Timber 
Reserve in the McIlwraith Range (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). It occurs in rainforest and 
on rainforest margins, at 200-400 m altitude and climbs on trees or rocks, often near creeks 
(Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). Total population numbers are unknown.  

This species occurs within the Cape York (Queensland) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The identified threats to D. pictum are illegal collection and stochastic events due to its 
restricted distribution (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

 Investigate the potential and efficacy of DNA-based or other approaches for the 
identification of individual plants and/or populations to provide a means for detecting and 
prosecuting illegal collection from the wild (for example see Palsboll et al., 2006).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of D. pictum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of D. pictum within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed and mycorrhizal fungi collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Interim management intent for day to day operations Iron Range National Park & resource 
reserves (Delaney & Blackman, 1996). 

This was the most current prescription at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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