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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Eucalyptus insularis (Twin Peak Island Mallee) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Eucalyptus insularis, Family Myrtaceae, also known as Twin Peak Island Mallee, has two 
distinct growth forms: in Cape Le Grand National Park (NP) it is a slender stemmed tree 
growing no more than 2 m tall; and on North Twin Peak Island it takes the form of a tall 
mallee up to 8 m high. It has smooth bark that is reddish-brown, pale grey, yellowish-green or 
greenish-grey. The tall form has a fibrous, reddish-brown basal stocking. Branches of larger 
plants are conspicuously wrinkled underneath the base. Branchlets are four-sided and often 
reddish when young. Juvenile leaves are stalkless, elliptic and have toothed edges. The older, 
dull-green leaves have stalks, and are narrow, up to 70 cm long and 1.5 cm wide, with a long, 
curved point. The bud cap is slightly narrower and shorter than the base. Pendulous, barrel-
shaped fruits, 6–8 mm long and 6 mm wide, have a thin rim and 3–4 valves in a sunken, 
shining, reddish-brown disc. Seeds are brown and pyramid-shaped or elongated. Leaves have 
a sparse network of veins and numerous to scattered oil glands. This species has no bud scars 
and generally more than 7 white flowers on 4–11 mm stalks, which curve downwards. The 
flowering period is May to June and August (Brown et al., 1998).    

Eucalyptus insularis differs from the related Eucalyptus doratoxylon as the latter has a dense 
network of veins and appears to lack glands; it also has a bud scar and usually inflorescences 
of 7 or fewer cream or yellowish-white flowers on stalks, 10–12 mm long (Brown et al., 
1998). 

Conservation Status 

Twin Peak Island Mallee is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
endangered under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The 
Twin Peak Island Mallee also listed as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 
1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Twin Peak Island Mallee is known from four populations east of Esperance, south-west 
Western Australia. All locations are in conservation estate with two occurring on North Twin 
Peak Island and two in Cape Le Grand NP. This species occurs within the South Coast 
(Western Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The populations in Cape Le Grand NP contain 70–120 plants. These locations occur on slopes 
of granite rocks in either sand or loam. The populations on North Twin Peak Island were 
found along a watercourse on steep slope near the base of a granite cliff, but have not been re-
surveyed since their original discoveries in 1972 and 1976. Associated species include Bushy 
Yate (Eucalyptus lehmanii), Bald Island Marlock (E. conferruminata), and South Coast 
Wattle (Acacia heteroclite) (Brown et al., 1998; DEC, 2008).  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 

The main identified threat to Twin Peak Island Mallee is increasing fragmentation and loss of 
remnant populations (ANRA, 2007). 

The main potential threat to Twin Peak Island Mallee includes inappropriate fire regimes. One 
population in Cape Le Grand NP has been previously identified as potentially threatened by 
fire, but in recent reports this threat has not been listed (DEC, 2008). The response of this 
species to fire is unknown (Craig & Coates, 2001). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
 Investigate the response of this species to disturbance (such as fire) and its susceptibility 

to dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Twin Peak Island Mallee. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Twin Peak Island Mallee.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Twin Peak Island Mallee within the local community, considering the 

need for fact sheets or information brochures that may lead to the discovery of additional 
populations. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. Seed was 

collected in 1995 from the Cape Le Grand National Park populations (DEC, 2008). 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Twin Peak 
Island Mallee, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in the Esperance District, Western Australian 
Wildlife Management Program No 21 (Craig & Coates, 2001). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Biodiversity Assessment – Esperance Plains, Species at risk 
and the Threatening Process, viewed 26 June 2008, <http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/vegetation/assessment/ 
wa/ibra-esp-species-threats.html>. 

Brown, A, Thomson-Dans, C & Marchant, N (eds) 1998, Western Australia's Threatened Flora, Department of 
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Craig, G & Coates, D 2001, Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in the Esperance District, Western 
Australian Wildlife Management Program No 21, Department of Conservation and Land Management, Western 
Australia.  

Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) 2008, Records held in DEC’s Declared Flora Database and 
rare flora files. WA Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC). 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra. 
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