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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided through the Species Information 
Partnership with Queensland on: 

Brachychiton vitifolius (a shrub) 
 

2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Brachychiton vitifolius (F.M.Bailey) 

Guymer 

State Listing Status This species was listed under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992 as rare but is now listed as least 
concern1

Description 
. 

A deciduous, shrub or small tree growing 1–5 m high. The 
leaves are 3–5 lobed. The terminal inflorescences are 
8–20 flowered. The flowers are mostly red in colour (Guymer, 
1988). 

Distribution 
 

The species is endemic to Queensland and occurs on Cape 
York Peninsula between latitudes 11˚52’ and 15˚42’ 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Occurs in low woodland, open forest or vine thicket 
communities, in a variety of situations and soil types (Guymer, 
1988; Forster, 2007). Birds are considered to be the main 
pollinator and mechanism of seed dispersal. The species does 
not reproduce vegetatively in the wild (Guymer, pers. comm., 
2009). The species is capable of flowering within 3 to 5 years of 
germination and has a life expectancy of 50 to 100 years 
(Guymer, pers. comm., 2009). 

Threats  

Known There are no current known threats. 

Potential Localised land clearing may occur in areas bisected by roads or 
being used for mining or fossicking (Forster, 2007). Species 
occurs on leasehold land currently subjected to grazing 
management, but could be potentially threatened if 
management changed (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

 

3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 

 

 
                                                 
1 State/Territory listing status subsequently may change to align with EPBC Act listing status 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and 
Regulations 

 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 

very restricted, restricted or limited. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Restricted – The species’ extent of occurrence is estimated to 
be 13 000 km2, and its area of occupancy is estimated to be 40 
km2 (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004; Forster, 2007). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – This species is known from 16 populations, four within 
national parks and it is likely additional populations will be 
located within the extent of occurrence (Forster, 2007; 
Guymer, pers. comm., 2009). This species is not considered to 
be severely fragmented and has no current threats. 

 
Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 

either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No – see Criterion 2 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 
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Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the availability of more 
information on additional populations and lack of known current threats. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the vulnerable category of the list: 

Brachychiton vitifolius 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
3 June 2010 
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