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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Bothriochloa biloba (Lobed Blue-grass) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Bothriochloa biloba, Family Poaceae, also known as Lobed Blue-grass, is an erect or 
decumbent grass to 1 m high (Harden, 1993). It can easily be distinguished from other 
Bothriochloa species by its lobed upper lemma (bract enclosing the flower) which remains 
attached to the base of the awn when the awn is pulled out of the spikelet (Quinn et al., 1995). 
Bothriochloa bunyensis also has a bilobed lemma but is distinguished from B. biloba by its 
longer internodes (Queensland CRA/RFA Steering Committee, 1998). Flowering occurs from 
November to June (Creamer, 1999; Sharp & Simon, 2001). 

Conservation Status 
Lobed Blue-grass is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Lobed Blue-grass was 
previously listed as vulnerable in both NSW and Queensland, but has been de-listed in both 
states. 

Distribution and Habitat 
Lobed Blue-grass is known from the Darling Downs district in Queensland, south along the 
western slopes of the Great Dividing Range to North Star, Warialda, Bingara and Merriwa in 
NSW (Quinn et al., 1995; NSW Scientific Committee, 2004). It also occurs west to Dubbo 
and around the Hunter Valley (Quinn et al., 1995). This species occurs within the Hunter–
Central Rivers, Central West, Namoi, Northern Rivers and Border Rivers–Gwydir (NSW) and 
Border Rivers Maranoa–Balonne and Condamine (Queensland) Natural Resource 
Management Regions. 

Lobed Blue-grass grows in cleared eucalypt forests and relict grassland, often dominated by 
Purple Wiregrass (Aristida ramosa), Red-leg Grass (Bothriochloa macra), Red Grass 
(B. decipiens), Queensland Bluegrass (Dicanthium sericeum) or Austrostipa aristiglumis 
(Bean, 1999). Dense stands of Lobed Blue-grass have been recorded in Windmill Grass 
(Chloris truncata) Grassland in the north-western slopes of NSW (Hunter, 2003). Lobed 
Blue-grass prefers heavier-textured soils such as brown or black clay soils (Quinn et al., 1995; 
Bean, 1999).  

There are conflicting views on the response of Lobed Blue-grass to grazing (NSW Scientific 
Committee, 2004). Lobed Blue-grass has been found in locations that are regularly mown, 
slashed, grazed, cultivated for five years, and areas where grazing is restricted (Bean 1999; 
Earl & Kahn, 2001 in NSW Scientific Committee, 2004). The palatability of the grass is also 
questioned (Creamer, 1999; Sharp & Simon, 2001).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities:  
• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), and 
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• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 
Grassland 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Lobed Blue-grass include the difficulty of maintaining 
indigenous grasslands with pasture improvement measures (Fensham, 1999); and competition 
from exotic species such as Coolatai Grass (Hyparrhenia hirta), Nut Grass 
(Cyperus rotundus) and Lippia (Phyla nodiflora) (Fensham, 1998; NSW Scientific 
Committee, 2004). 

The main potential threats to Lobed Blue-grass include competition from exotic grasses 
including African Lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula), Paspalum dilatatum, Panicum maximum, 
Pennisetum villosum, and Sorghum halepense (Fensham, 1998). The practice of spraying 
noxious weeds for roadside vegetation management, combined with mowing vegetation over 
30 cm high, promotes the spread of aggressive weeds, such as African Lovegrass (Quinn et 
al., 1995). Overstocking may be detrimental to the species (NSW Scientific Committee, 
2004). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution and the relative impacts of threatening 

processes, and review the national status of the species if warranted. 
• Further investigate the response of Lobed Blue-grass to grazing. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Lobed Blue-grass. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Lobed Blue-grass.  
• Ensure road widening and development activities (including mining) involving substrate 

or vegetation disturbance in areas where Lobed Blue-grass occurs do not adversely impact 
on known populations. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Lobed Blue-grass within the local community. 
 
Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Lobed Blue-grass. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Implement a management plan for the control of invasive grasses in the local region. 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Lobed Blue-

grass, using appropriate methods.   
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• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 
Lobed Blue-grass, using appropriate methods. 

 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Lobed Blue-
grass, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for invasion of native plant communities by exotic 
perennial grasses (DECC NSW, 2005). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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