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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hexaspora pubescens 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Hexaspora pubescens, Family Celastraceae, is a tree to 15 m, with densely hairy leaves and 
branchlets. Leaves are lance-shaped or oblong-elliptic, tapering gradually to a protracted 
point, minutely serrate on the edge, 6–14.5 cm long and 2–4.5 cm wide, with secondary veins 
in 5–8 pairs. The leaf stalk is 3–6 mm long. Flowers occur in clusters, the petals are rounded 
to obovate, pubescent outside, glabrous inside, fringed, approximately 1.5 mm long and light 
green. There is only one species in the genus Hexaspora. It can be distinguished from other 
Australian Celastraceae by the conspicuous hairs on the leaves and branchlets (Jessup, 1984). 

Conservation Status 

Hexaspora pubescens is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Hexaspora pubescens is 
also listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Hexaspora pubescens is restricted to the western foothills of Mt Bartle Frere, in north-eastern 
Queensland (Jessup, 1984). There are seven collections of this species, all from 
Wooroonooran National Park, where it has been recorded growing in complex notophyll vine 
forest on metamorphic rocks with an altitudinal range of 400–900 m (Queensland Herbarium, 
2008). Numbers and population structure are unknown. This species occurs within the Wet 
Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

There are no identified threats to H. pubescens. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of H. pubescens. 
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Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of H. pubescens within the local community.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to H. pubescens, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy (WTMA, 2004). 

This was the most current prescription at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

Jessup, LW 1984, Celastraceae, in Flora of Australia Volume 22, ed. AS George, Australian Government 
Printing Service, Canberra, pp. 150–180. 

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 8 June 2008. 

Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA) 2004, Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, 
rehabilitation and transmission to future generations of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, WTMA, Cairns, 
Queensland, viewed 9 July 2008, <http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/ 
Strategies/wtmaConservationStrategy.pdf>. 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/%20Strategies/wtmaConservationStrategy.pdf
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/%20Strategies/wtmaConservationStrategy.pdf
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