
 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 7 December 2009 

Approved Conservation Advice for: Acacia spilleriana (Spiller’s Wattle) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available 
information at the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing 
plans, records or management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Acacia spilleriana, Family Mimosaceae, also known as the Spiller’s Wattle, is a bushy 
rounded shrub which grows to between 1 and 3 m. It has small, greyish rounded 
leaves and bright golden flowers on long stalks. 

Conservation Status 

Acacia spilleriana is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a restricted geographic distribution which, due to 
severely fragmented populations and continuing threats, is precarious for the survival 
of the species (TSSC, 2009). 

The species is also listed as endangered under Schedule 7 of the South Australian 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Spiller’s Wattle is endemic to South Australia and is currently only known from the 
northern Mount Lofty Ranges and the ranges around Burra and Auburn. The species 
grows on rocky hills, commonly along watercourses and roadsides (Whibley and 
Symon, 1992; Maslin, 2001). The current extent of occurrence of Spiller’s Wattle is 
estimated to be 1800 km2. Spiller’s Wattle is known from 23 populations, recorded 
between 1932 and 2005. Four of these populations are now recorded as extinct. 
There are no estimates of total population numbers for the species, however most 
roadside populations are reported as sparse or consisting of one to two plants (State 
Herbarium of South Australia, 2005). It is likely that the species has declined in the 
past due to the effect of clearing for agriculture. This decline is expected to continue 
due to the apparent lack of recruitment in the extant populations. This species occurs 
within the Eyre York Block and Flinders Lofty Block Bioregions and the Northern 
Yorke and Agricultural District Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed 
threatened ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to Spiller’s Wattle are habitat loss and fragmentation from 
vegetation clearance, and damage from roadwork. Vegetation clearance for 
agriculture has been extensive across the range of the species and very little 
remnant vegetation remains (Graham et al., 2001). The species may also be 
impacted by permitted vegetation clearance, such as clearing along fence lines. 
While a few populations of Spiller’s Wattle occur in remnant vegetation, most 
remaining populations occur on roadsides. Plants in roadside populations are under 
threat from road maintenance activities or damage from vehicles. 
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The main potential threats to Spiller’s Wattle are weed invasion and grazing. All 
populations are likely to be threatened by weed invasion. Competition from weeds 
may prevent seedling recruitment or weaken mature shrubs, making them 
susceptible to disease. The species is also at risk from damage by domestic stock 
and vertebrate pests. Domestic stock may graze on mature plants and seedlings or 
trample plants. Vertebrate pests such as rabbits may prevent recruitment by grazing 
on seedlings or creating conditions conducive to the spread of weeds (Graham et al. 
2001). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
	 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and 

enhance existing programs. 
	 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and 

the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
	 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any 

additional populations. 
	 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
	 Undertake genetic analyses to 1/ assess current gene flow (using markers and 

analyses capable of distinguishing population divergence on an evolutionary 
timescale, from that which might be due to more recent impacts), and 2/ identify 
populations with low genetic diversity that might benefit from artificial introduction 
of genetic material from other populations from which they have relatively recently 
diverged. 

	 Investigate the precise taxonomic relationship between Acacia spilleriana and its 
close relative A.brachybotrya using appropriate methodologies including DNA 
marker analysis.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can 
be done to support the recovery of Spiller’s Wattle. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
	 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management 

actions and the need to adapt them if necessary. 
	 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
	 Ensure there is no disturbance in areas where Spiller’s Wattle occurs, excluding 

necessary actions to manage the conservation of the species. 
	 Signpost vegetation in vicinity of populations on road reserves as environmentally 

significant to prevent accidental damage by road maintenance crews. 
	 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land and, for crown and private land, investigate inclusion in 
reserve tenure if possible. 

	 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public 
land. 

	 Suitably control and manage access on private land and other land tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
	 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to 

Spiller’s Wattle, using appropriate methods.   
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 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a 
threat to Spiller’s Wattle, using appropriate methods. 

 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a 
significant adverse impact on Spiller’s Wattle. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and 

travelling stock routes. 
	 If livestock grazing occurs in the area, ensure land owners/managers use an 

appropriate management regime and density that does not detrimentally affect 
this species. 

	 Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at significant sites through 
exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Spiller’s Wattle within the local community. 
 Frequently engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for 

the land on which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to 
contribute to the implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking or enhancing current populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Spiller’s 
Wattle, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  
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