
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister included this species in the endangered category, effective from 24 December 2009 

Advice to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts  

from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 


on Amendments to the list of Threatened Species 

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 


(EPBC Act)
 

1. Scientific name (common name) 

Acacia spilleriana (Spiller’s Wattle) 

2. Description 

Spiller’s Wattle is a bushy rounded shrub which grows to between 1 and 3 m. It has small, 
greyish rounded leaves and bright golden flowers on long stalks. Spiller’s Wattle grows 
on rocky hills, commonly along watercourses and roadsides. 

3. National Context 

Spiller’s Wattle is endemic to South Australia and is currently known from the northern 
Mount Lofty Ranges and the ranges around Burra and Auburn. 

The species is currently listed as endangered under Schedule 7 of the South Australian 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria 

The Committee judges the species to be eligible for listing as endangered under the 
EPBC Act. The justification against the criteria is as follows: 

Criterion 1 – It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to 
undergo in the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Spiller’s Wattle is currently known from the northern Mount Lofty Ranges and the ranges 
around Burra and Auburn. The species is sparsely distributed along roadsides and in 
remnant vegetation between the townships of Eudunda, Saddleworth and Burra. There is 
also a population at Port Lincoln, on the Eyre Peninsula which is likely to have 
established from an accidental introduction (Maslin, 2001). This population is outside the 
natural range of the species. 

Spiller’s Wattle is historically known from 23 populations, recorded between 1932 and 
2005. There are no estimates of total population numbers for the species; however most 
roadside populations are reported as sparse or consisting of one to two plants (State 
Herbarium of South Australia, 2005; O’Leary, pers. comm., 2005). Larger populations 
occur in the Burra Gorge and Hallelujah Hills area where plants occur in remnant 
vegetation on public and private land. There are no estimates of population numbers for 
the population at Port Lincoln, on the Eyre Peninsula. 

Two populations of Spiller’s Wattle recorded in 1945 are now extinct. There are no 
historical estimates of size for either of these populations.  
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The main threats to the species are habitat loss and fragmentation from vegetation 
clearance, damage from roadwork, weed invasion and grazing. Vegetation clearance for 
agriculture has been extensive across the range of the species and very little remnant 
vegetation remains (Graham et al., 2001). The species may also be impacted by 
permitted vegetation clearance, such as clearing along fence lines. While a few 
populations of Spiller’s Wattle occur in remnant vegetation, most remaining populations 
occur on roadsides. Plants in roadside populations are under threat from road 
maintenance activities or damage from vehicles. 

All populations are likely to be threatened by weed invasion. Competition from weeds 
may prevent seedling recruitment or weaken mature shrubs, making them susceptible to 
disease. 

The species is also at risk from damage by domestic stock and pests. Domestic stock 
may graze on mature plants and seedlings or trample plants. Pests may prevent 
recruitment by grazing on seedlings or creating conditions conducive to the spread of 
weeds. Roadside populations may also be vulnerable to fertilizer and pesticide drift from 
adjacent agricultural land (Graham et al., 2001).  

Most roadside populations of Spiller’s Wattle consist of one or two mature plants with no 
recruiting individuals (O’Leary, pers.comm., 2005). These populations are likely to 
undergo declines in the future due to the lack of seeds or seedlings to replace mature 
individuals. However, as roadside populations are small, the loss of these populations 
would be unlikely to have a large impact on total population numbers. 

It is likely that Spiller’s Wattle has undergone some decline in population size, as 
extensive clearing for agriculture has occurred across the range of the species. However, 
due to the limited quantitative information on historical population numbers, there are 
insufficient data available to determine the extent of this population decline.  

Therefore, there are insufficient data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

Criterion 2 – Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species 
and is very restricted, restricted or limited 

The current extent of occurrence of Spiller’s Wattle is estimated to be 1800 km2. This 
estimate excludes the population at Port Lincoln, on the Eyre Peninsula. There is no 
information on the Port Lincoln population and it is outside the natural range of the 
species. There is insufficient data to accurately estimate the current area of occupancy of 
the species. Although there have been no targeted surveys of the species, there are 
unlikely to be large undiscovered populations as the species is easy to locate and most 
areas of suitable habitat have been cleared for agriculture.  

The geographic distribution of the Spiller’s Wattle is severely fragmented. Vegetation 
clearance across the range of the species has resulted in the fragmentation of remaining 
vegetation into small isolated patches. Most remaining populations of Spiller’s Wattle 
occur as small stands of isolated individuals.  

Two populations of Spiller’s Wattle that were recorded in 1945 near Kapunda and 
Bungaree (north of Clare) are now extinct. This indicates some decline in the extent of 
occurrence of the species over the past 50 years. As discussed under criterion 1, there 
are a number of threats that continue to impact on the species, including habitat loss and 
fragmentation from vegetation clearance, damage from roadwork, weed invasion and 
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grazing. These threats are likely to continue to cause further reduction in habitat quality 
and population numbers in the future. 

Spiller’s Wattle has a restricted geographic distribution which, due to severely fragmented 
populations and continuing threats, is precarious for the survival of the species. 

Therefore, the species is eligible for listing as endangered under this criterion. 

Criterion 3 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is limited to a 
particular degree and: (a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to 
decline at a particular rate; or (b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its 
geographic distribution is precarious for its survival 

There are no estimates of total population numbers for the species, however most 
roadside populations are reported as sparse or consisting of one to two plants (State 
Herbarium of South Australia, 2005; O’Leary, pers.comm., 2005). Larger populations 
occur in the Burra Gorge and Hallelujah Hills area where plants occur in remnant 
vegetation on public and private land. In these areas, three populations have been 
reported as common or dominant (State Herbarium of South Australia, 2005).  

However, as there are no estimates available of total population size for Spiller’s Wattle, 
there is insufficient quantitative information available to determine whether the population 
size is limited to a particular degree.  

Therefore, there are insufficient data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

Criterion 4 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, 
very low or low 

As discussed under criterion 3, there are currently no estimates of total population size for 
Spiller’s Wattle. Therefore, there are insufficient data available to assess the species 
against this criterion. 

Criterion 5 – Probability of extinction in the wild 

There are no data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

5. CONCLUSION 

Spiller’s Wattle is endemic to South Australia and is currently known from the northern 
Mount Lofty Ranges and the ranges around Burra and Auburn. 

Threats to the species include habitat loss and fragmentation from vegetation clearance, 
damage from roadwork, weed invasion and grazing. The species has a restricted 
geographic distribution which, due to severely fragmented populations and continuing 
threats, is precarious for its survival. 

Therefore, the species is eligible for listing as endangered under criterion 2. 
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6. Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by including in the list in the endangered category: 

Acacia spilleriana (Spiller’s Wattle) 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton 
AM FEIANZ 
Chair 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
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