
 

Conservation Advice 

This Conservation Advice has been developed by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
based on the best available information regarding the conservation status and threats to this species 
at the time of listing. 

However, this Conservation Advice should only be used as a guide for identifying priority 
conservation actions for this species, and is intended only as an interim measure prior to the 
development of a Recovery Plan.  

The Eastern Underground Orchid lives entirely or almost entirely underground, and consists of a 
whitish, fleshy underground stem of about 15 cm in length and 1.5 cm diameter, with prominent, 
overlapping bracts (NSW Scientific Committee 2005).  The species flowers below the surface, or 
up to 2cm above the ground (NSW Scientific Committee 2005), and its flowers resemble a 
glistening purple dandelion (Australasian Native Orchid Society 1997). 
The species is known from fewer than 10 isolated locations from the NSW south to mid-north 
coast (Southern Rivers, Hunter-Central Rivers, Hawkesbury Nepean Natural Resource 
Management Regions).  Since the species’ discovery, approximately 90 individuals have been 
recorded.  Each recorded population has consisted of ‘one’ or ‘a few’ individuals, except the 
population at Alum Mountain which consists of approximately 60 individuals. 

Key threats to the Eastern Underground Orchid include development, damage associated with 
visitation, trampling, weed invasion, altered fire regimes and the potential loss of pollinating and 
seed dispersal vectors. 

The priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species are to: 

o Protect known sites by keeping their exact location concealed. 

o Investigate the species’ numbers, biology, ecological associations, and methods of 
propagation and reproduction, particularly pollination biology. 

o Investigate more closely the threats to the species’ survival and appropriate 
management actions. 

 
This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species, but highlights those 
that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of listing. 

Priority for the development of recovery plan: High. Known populations of the Eastern 
Underground Orchid are not adequately protected from significant current or potential 
threats and are not well represented in reserves.  An action in the recovery plan for this 
species could be to develop alternative detection methods for the species. 


