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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ptilotus fasciculatus (Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Ptilotus fasciculatus, Family Amaranthaceae, also known as Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla, is a 
perennial herb with short leafy branches and upright, simple flowering stems. Leaves are 
hairless, narrow and 10–14 mm long. The spherical pink flower spikes are 2.5 cm in diameter 
on white, woolly stems, up to 13 cm tall. The broad, straw-coloured bracts and bracteoles are 
3 mm long and have long, soft, shaggy hairs (CALM, 2000; DEWHA, 2008). 

Ptilotus fasciculatus was previously taxonomically confused with Ptilotus caespitulosus. This 
species was previously thought to be extinct until collections made in 1987 (misidentified as 
Ptilotus caespitulosus) were correctly identified as P. fasciculatus in 2000 (CALM, 2005). 

Conservation Status 
Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, in 2006, the Minister considered the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee's (TSSC) advice under section 189 of the EPBC Act and amended the list under 
section 184 to include Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla. The TSSC determined that this species met 
criterion 2 of their eligibility criteria (TSSC, 2006). The species was previously listed as 
extinct under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth) and under 
the EPBC Act. The species is also listed as rare under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 
(Western Australia).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla is endemic to Western Australia and is known from eleven separate 
subpopulations in the southern part of the State. It has a linear range running parallel to the 
coast (north-north-west to south-south-east), in areas surrounding Kondinin, Carnamah and 
Coorow. The most southern tip of the range is 180 km east of Perth.  

It is found in open shrubland and grows in white-grey, sandy-loam, clay soils in moist, saline 
conditions. The distribution of Fitzgerald's Mulla-mulla has contracted, is severely fragmented 
and isolated. Fitzgerald's Mulla-mulla has a total population of approximately 3300 
individuals. This species occurs within the Northern Agricultural and Avon (Western 
Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla are increasing salinity, at six 
subpopulations; and grazing by rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and kangaroos, at three 
subpopulations. 

The main potential threats to Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla include waterlogging and salinity. 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs (TSSC, 2006). 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants (TSSC, 2006).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 

salinity, increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution (TSSC, 2006). 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate grazing regimes are 

conducted outside the growing season, i.e. when plants are not fertile. 
• Prevent grazing pressure by stock and kangaroos at known sites on leased crown land 

through exclusion fencing or other barriers (TSSC, 2006). 
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral rabbits in 

the local region (EA, 1999). 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Fitzgerald’s Mulla-mulla within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Fitzgerald’s 
Mullla-mulla, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 
1999), and 

• Salinity Management Program (DoE, 2004). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions. 
 

Information Sources: 
Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) 2008, Species Profile and Threats 
Database, Ptilotus fasciculatus, viewed 23 April 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-
bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=3832>. 

Environment Australia (EA) 1999, Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral 
Rabbits, Biodiversity Group, Environment Australia, viewed 23 April 2008, 
<http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/rabbits/index.html>. 

Government of Western Australia Department of Environment (DoE) 2004, Salinity Management Program, 
viewed 23 April 2008, <http://portal.water.wa.gov.au/portal/page/portal/WaterManagement/ 
Salinity/Content/Salinity_Management_Program_0404_0.pdf>. 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) 2006, Commonwealth Conservation Advice on Ptilotus 
fasciculatus, Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L,  Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra.  
West Australia Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) 2000, Florabase Profile for 
Ptilotus fasciculatus, viewed 23 April 2008, <http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/2722>. 

West Australia Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) 2005, Records held in CALM's 
Declared Flora Database and rare flora files.  
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