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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Acacia wardellii (a shrub) 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Acacia wardellii Tindale 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable1

Description 

 under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

A slender shrub 4–7 m high with smooth (glabrous) branchlets 
with a powdery coating (pruinose). Glabrous phyllodes are 
narrowly elliptic, sickle-shaped, and 10–17.5 cm long by 1.5 cm 
wide. The flower heads are globular with 20–35 pale yellow 
flowers. The seeds are oblong to elliptic, slightly shiny and black 
(Lithgow, 1997; Maslin, 2001). 

Distribution Endemic to southern Queensland where it is known to occur in 
four disjunct locations including north of Mundubbera, east of 
Condamine, south of Roma and south of Surat in the Thomby 
Range. 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Occurs on plateaus of red/brown lateritic in the east, on sands 
over duricrusts or hard mottled clays (less frequently on deep 
sands) in the central location, and on low laterised scarps or 
crests or flat-topped ridges, in stony soil in the west 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). The species has been 
observed to be more frequent along roadsides and in clearings, 
suggesting it responds positively to disturbance (Pollock, pers. 
comm., 2009; Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Flowers mostly in January–May, occasionally in July. Pods are 
ripe in November–December (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Threats  

Known Known threats to this species include inappropriate fire regimes 
(frequency, timing and intensity) and clearing for roads and 
infrastructure (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Potential Grazing is also a potential threat to seedlings. 

 

3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 

                                                 
1 State/Territory listing status subsequently may change to align with EPBC Act listing status 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Limited – The extent of occurrence is approximately 
52 000 km2. The estimated area of occupancy is 1025 km2 but 
may be smaller because the habitat on lateritic sandstone 
plateaus may be even more restricted (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Whilst the species is known from only seven populations 
at four disjunct locations it has a population estimate of at least 
370 000–1 110 000 individuals (Pollock, pers. comm., 2009). 
There are no obvious fluctuations in numbers, area of 
occupancy or extent of occurrence. 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Not limited – Given an estimated total population size at the 
Condamine State Forest site is 370 000–1 110 000 (Pollock, 
pers. comm., 2009), it is unlikely that the number of mature 
individuals is low. 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not limited – Given an estimated total population size at the 
Condamine State Forest site is 370 000–1 110 000 (Pollock, 
pers. comm., 2009), it is unlikely that the number of mature 
individuals is low. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 
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Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – Given an estimated total population size at the 
Condamine State Forest site is 370 000–1 110 000 (Pollock, 
pers. comm., 2009), it is unlikely the number of mature 
individuals is low. 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least  
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 

5. Recommendation 
The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the availability of more 
information on the species’ population size. 

 
The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Acacia wardellii 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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