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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Aristida granitica 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Aristida granitica, Family Poaceae, is a dense, tufted, perennial grass to 75 cm tall. Leaf 
blades are straight to 21 cm long and 1.5 mm wide, and rough to touch. The fertile part is an 
open elliptic panicle (much-branched inflorescence), 7–19 cm long. The awns (bristles or 
spines) are distinctly unequal. The median awn is recurved to 22 mm long and the lateral 
awns are half as long as this and straight.  

Aristida granitica is similar to A. hirta and A. superpendens, but the lateral awns are much 
thinner and shorter than the central awn in A. granitica, compared to those of these species 
(Sharp & Simon, 2002; Simon, 2005). 

Conservation Status 
Aristida granitica is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of then EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Aristida granitica is also 
listed as endangered under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Aristida granitica is known only from the type locality in the foothills of Mt Pring, 10 km 
west of Bowen, Queensland, where it is common (Simon, 2005; Queensland Herbarium, 
2008). The species occurs within the Burdekin (Queensland) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

This species grows in sandy soil derived from granite sand in eucalypt woodland (Simon, 
2005; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). The only known population occurs in an area of 
remnant vegetation (Environmental Protection Agency, 2008) as defined under the Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 (Queensland) and is therefore currently protected from broad-scale 
clearing. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main potential threats to A. granitica are weed invasion; grazing pressure; and increased 
vulnerability to stochastic events as it is known from only one small population (Simon, 2005; 
ANRA, 2007; Queensland Herbarium, 2008). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
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• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of A. granitica. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to A. granitica, 

using appropriate methods.   
• Manage site to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

A. granitica, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
• Manage known site to ensure appropriate stock grazing regimes occur. 
• Manage total grazing pressure at known site through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of A. granitica within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to A. granitica, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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