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Approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Jedda multicaulis 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Jedda multicaulis, Family Thymelaeaceae, is an erect shrub 1.5–2.5 m tall, with many 
branched stems arising from a swollen buried stem. Young stems are cylindrical, reddish-
brown, and hairless. Leaves are arranged in opposite or approximately opposite pairs on stalks 
2.5–4.5 mm long. Leaf blades are oval-shaped, widest at or slightly below the centre, 2.5–
7 mm long, 8–25 mm wide, hairless, leathery, apex acute to tapering, base wedge-shaped to 
obtuse. Inflorescences are of three or rarely up to five-flowered clusters surrounded by bracts 
(leaf-like structures) 2–4 mm long. The basal part of the flower consists of a tube 7–9 mm long, 
with the sepals and corolla lobes borne at the top of the tube. Corolla lobes are white and 3.8–
5 mm long. The fruit is 6–8 cm long, 4–6 cm wide, leathery, green when mature, dark reddish-
brown at germination. Flowering occurs in October (Clarkson, 1986; Clarkson & Clifford, 
1987; Rye, 1990).  

Conservation Status 

Jedda multicaulis is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Jedda multicaulis occurs on Cape York Peninsula, Queensland, in red sandy soil in Stringybark 
(Eucalyptus tetrodonta) forest (Rye, 1990). The species was first known from a small area of 
no more than 5 km2 at Jedda Creek, upstream from its junction with the Kennedy River, 50 km 
west of Laura (Clarkson, 1986). It has since been collected from a second area, at Kalinga 
Station, 95 km west-north-west of Laura (BRI collection records, n.d.). Clarkson (1986) 
considered the species to be locally abundant at the Jedda Creek site. Collecting notes for 
herbarium specimens collected in the Jedda Creek area record the species as locally abundant, 
common and very common in the 1980s (BRI collection records, n.d.). When Jedda multicaulis 
was collected at the boundary of Kalinga Station with Mary Valley Station, in 2005, the species 
was noted as abundant, with several thousand plants seen, although only two were in flower 
(BRI collection records, n.d.). There are estimated to be over 100 000 plants in each 
population. The minimum extent and range of Jedda multicaulis are 575 km2 and 60 km 
respectively (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004).  

There are also anecdotal reports of additional populations (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004); 
however, field surveys conducted in climatically suitable areas (as predicted by BIOCLIM 
analysis) did not result in any new populations being found (Poon & Margules, 2004). The two 
known populations occur on pastoral properties (Poon & Margules, 2004). This species occurs 
within the Cape York (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 
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Threats 

Jedda multicaulis has a restricted distribution, known from only two sites, neither of which is 
reserved in a protected area; however, current land use, such as grazing, does not appear to be 
adversely affecting the populations (Clarkson, 1986 & 2000).  

The main potential threats to the species include too frequent fire and intensified land use, both 
of which could have an adverse impact on the species (Landsberg & Clarkson, 2004). The 
species has an unusual germination pattern allowing regrowth from underground buds if the 
above-ground part of the plant is killed by fire, grazing or trampling (Clarkson & Clifford, 1987). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative 

impacts of threatening processes. 
 Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to 
support the recovery of J. multicaulis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for J. multicaulis.  
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of J. multicaulis within the local community. 
 Establish and/or maintain partnerships with private landholders and managers of land on 

which populations occur to ensure appropriate conservation. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to J. multicaulis, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Cape York Back on Track Biodiversity Action Plan (EPA, 2008), and 
 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
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