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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Jedda multicaulis (a shrub) 
 

2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Jedda multicaulis J.R. Clarkson 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable1

Description 

 under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992.  

A shrub with a swollen buried stem that gives rise to multiple 
stems above ground that are reddish-brown and hairless when 
young. Discolourous leaves are opposite or subopposite, 
narrowly elliptic to ovate, 2.5–7 cm long, 8–25 mm wide; 
hairless and leathery, with a petiole (stalk) 2.5–4.5 mm long. 
Inflorescences are 3–5 flowered clusters surrounded by bracts 
2–4 mm long; with a peduncle (flower stem) 3–6 mm long on 
each cluster. The basal part of the flower consists of a tube 7–9 
mm long, with the sepals and corolla lobes borne at the top of 
the tube. Corolla lobes are white and 4–5 mm long. The fruit is 
6–8 cm long, 4–6 cm wide, leathery, green when mature and 
dark reddish-brown at germination (Clarkson, 1986; Clarkson 
and Clifford, 1987; Rye, 1990). 

Distribution Endemic to Australia, the species is known from only two 
populations on Cape York Peninsula: Jedda Creek and Kalinga 
Station (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

The Kalinga Station population is now located within the 
conservation estate (now part of Kalinga-Mulkay Aggregation) 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

This is a species with a perennial rootstock that resprouts after 
fire. It grows in open eucalypt woodland dominated by Darwin 
stringybark (Eucalyptus tetrodonta) and carbeen (Eucalyptus 
tessellaris). The terrain is usually flat to gently undulating on 
well-drained, red, sandy loam soils, to 160 m above sea level 
(Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

Fruits are large with rough woody husks that, when ripe, weigh 
the branches down sufficiently for the fruit to touch the ground. 
Germination can occur while the fruit is still attached to the plant 
(Clarkson and Clifford, 1987; Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 
The age of sexual maturity is unknown. 

Flowers in September to October with the onset of summer 
storm activity and fruit mature from late January to early 
February (Clarkson, 1986; Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004; 
Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

                                                 
1 State/Territory listing status subsequently may change to align with EPBC Act listing status 
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Threats  

Known There are no current known threats. 

Potential Potential threats to this species include changed fire and 
changed grazing regimes (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

 
3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
 
4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 

very restricted, restricted or limited 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence of the species is 
approximately 575 km2 (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). The 
area of occupancy at Jedda Creek is approximately 5 km2, 
however, the area of occupancy it is unknown for the Kalinga 
Station population.  

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Though known from two locations this species is 
considered to be naturally restricted (Landsberg and Clarkson, 
2004). One population is now in the Queensland conservation 
system. There are no known current threats and it is unknown 
whether this species undergoes extreme fluctuations. 

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 

and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

 
Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Not limited – The total population size is estimated at more 
than 200 000 individuals (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 
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Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Not limited – The total population size is estimated at more 
than 200 000 individuals (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 
Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 

low 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – See Criterion 3 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
5. Recommendations 
Based on available information on this species’ population size and geographic distribution, 
including no evidence of decline, the Committee notes that this species does not meet any of 
the required criteria for listing in any category.     

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Jedda multicaulis 
 
 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

2 December 2010 
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