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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Sarcochilus hartmannii (Waxy Sarcochilus) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Sarcochilus hartmannii, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Waxy Sarcochilus, Blue Knob 
Orchid and Hartman’s Sarcochilus, is an epilithic (on rocks) or terrestrial orchid with stems 
8–100 cm long, sometimes found in dense groups of upright tufted shoots. The linear to 
narrow oblong to triangular leaves are 5–20 cm long, 10–20 mm wide, deeply channelled, 
acute or obliquely emarginate, sometimes falcate. The inflorescence consists of 5–25 flowers, 
6–25 cm long, erect to arching, with the rachis much shorter than the peduncle. The elliptic to 
spoon-shaped white sepals and lateral petals often have red or reddish-brown spots at the 
base. The labellum (flower lip) is hairless, 1.5–3 mm long, about one fifth the length of the 
dorsal sepal. Flowering occurs in October and November. The capsules are cylindrical, up to 
about 8.5 cm long (Stanley & Ross, 1989; Weston, 1993). 

Conservation Status 
Waxy Sarcochilus is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Waxy Sarcochilus is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and 
vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Waxy Sarcochilus is known from the Richmond River in northern NSW to Main Range 
National Park in south-eastern Queensland. It grows on volcanic rocks, shallow soils and 
exposed cliffs in sclerophyll forests, rainforest margins or open areas at 500–1000 m altitude. 
It is also found occasionally at the base of fibrous trunks of trees, including cycads and grass-
trees (Stanley & Ross, 1989; Weston, 1993; DECC, 2005a). Waxy Sarcochilus is conserved 
in Lamington National Park (NP), Main Range NP, Tambourine Mountain NP, Mount 
Warning NP, and Nightcap NP (Briggs & Leigh, 1995). This species occurs within the 
Northern Rivers (NSW) and Condamine and South East Queensland Natural Resource 
Management Regions. 

This species is not known to occur in any EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Waxy Sarcochilus are excessive illegal collecting for 
horticulture; localised extinction due to small populations; invasion of habitat by introduced 
weeds such as Crofton Weed (Ageratina adenophora) and Mistflower (A. riparia), and 
inappropriate fire regimes (DECC, 2005a, b). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
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• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

• Develop Environmental Impact Assessment guidelines (DECC, 2005b). 
• Investigate feasibility of establishing a DNA tagging system to enable identification and 

prosecution of illegal collections from the wild (See Palsboll et al., 2006). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Waxy Sarcochilus. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Develop and implement a plan to suppress illegal collection of this species. 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Waxy Sarcochilus 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land, by 
re-routing walking tracks away from known populations of Waxy Sarcochilus (DECC, 
2005b). 

• Protect further populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 
agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds, such as Mist Flower and Crofton Weed, in the local area, 

which could become a threat to Waxy Sarcochilus, using appropriate methods (DECC, 
2005b).   

• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 
adverse impact on Waxy Sarcochilus.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Waxy Sarcochilus. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps.  

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Waxy Sarcochilus within the local community by developing a 

targeted education and awareness program highlighting threats to native orchids from 
illegal collecting, and include advice to only purchase plants from licensed nurseries 
(DECC, 2005b). 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Waxy 
Sarcochilus, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Hartman’s Sarcochilus (DECC, 2005b), and 
• Parks and Reserves of the Tweed Caldera Plan of Management (including Mount Warning 

and Nightcap NP) (NSW NPWS, 2004).  
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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