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Approved Conservation Advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Prasophyllum colemaniae (Lilac Leek-orchid) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Prasophyllum colemaniae, Family Orchidaceae, also known as Lilac Leek-orchid, is a 
terrestrial orchid with a green leaf blade to 30 cm long and 8–10 mm diameter at the base, 
sub-erect at apex and senescent at flowering (Bates, 1994). The flowering stem grows to 
30 cm tall, with 10–40 white, pink and green fragrant flowers in a loose to moderately dense 
narrow spike. The ovary is ovoid, to 5 mm long, inclined at 30° or less from the rachis (midrib 
of the leaf). Sepals are green, 7–9 mm long, with the dorsal sepal ovate-lanceolate, acute and 
deflexed and lateral sepals free, narrow-lanceolate, sub-erect, spreading and pouched at the 
base. The petals are pink or white, oblong, 7–8 mm long and broader towards the blunt apex. 
The lip (labellum) is pink or white, widely ovate to 8 mm long, sessile, slightly recurved near 
the middle, with a prominently crisped and crenulated lamina. The callus is plate-shaped and 
thin, greenish ending in slightly raised knuckles near the bend. The column appendages grow 
to 2 mm long, are oblong-falcate and blunt (Bates, 1994). 

Conservation Status 
Lilac Leek-orchid is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as presumed extinct on the Advisory List of Rare or Threatened Plants in Victoria 2005 
(Victoria).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Lilac Leek-orchid has been recorded from Heathmont and Bayswater in the eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne, Victoria, where it was noted to be highly localised, growing among grass tussocks 
and shrubs in open forest. No populations are currently known to exist (Jones, 2006; Rouse, 
2002). 

The known locations of this species occur in the Port Phillip and Westernport (Victoria) 
Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threat to Lilac Leek-orchid is habitat destruction through urbanisation. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Identify and undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any 

additional populations/occurrences, particularly in the suburbs of Bayswater and 
Heathmont. 
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• If extant populations are located, undertake seed germination and/or vegetative 
propagation trials to determine the requirements for successful establishment, including 
mycorrhizal association trials. 

• Identify pollinating agents. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
If extant populations are located, the following regional and local priority recovery and threat 
abatement actions can be done to support the recovery of Lilac Leek-orchid.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Lilac Leek-orchid. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Lilac Leek-orchid. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the species occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology which may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Lilac Leek-orchid within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Undertake appropriate seed and mycorrhizal collection and storage for future propagation 

and reintroduction. 
• Undertake symbiotic germination and reintroduction trials to enhance likelihood of 

successful establishment. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Lilac Leek-
orchid, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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