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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Acacia lauta 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Acacia lauta, Family Mimosaceae, is a sprawling shrub to 2 m tall with yellowish, angular 
branchlets. Phyllodes are straight to somewhat incurved, 2–4 cm long, 1.5–2.5 mm wide, flat, 
narrowed at the base, abruptly contracted at the apex with a sharp terminal point, midrib 
slightly raised, with one or two other obscure longitudinal veins. Heads of 25–30 flowers are 
borne on stalks 5–7 mm long, singly in the angles between phyllodes and stems. Pods are 
linear, to 6 cm long and 4 mm wide. Seeds are 4.5–5 mm long. A. lauta flowers during 
August–September and sets fruit in December (Pedley, 1979; Maslin, 2005).  

Conservation Status 
Acacia lauta is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Acacia lauta is known from south-east Queensland in a small region of the Darling Downs 
between Inglewood and Tara, on sandy soils in open woodland (Maslin, 2005). Specimens in 
the Queensland Herbarium have been collected from three areas: Spinifex Corner, 15 km 
north of Tara (five specimens); 16 km east of Tara (three specimens); and one specimen from 
Marron Glen, 15 km south-east of Inglewood (BRI Collection Records, n.d.). Halford (cited 
in DEWHA, 2008) estimated the total size of the three populations to be around 2000 plants 
with the largest population at Marron Glen (1890 adult plants in an area of 25 ha), followed 
by Spinifex Corner (110 adult plants in an area of 10 ha) and Goranba Lane, 16 km east of 
Tara (eight adult plants in an area of 3000 m2). An unconfirmed fourth population of about 
100 plants has been reported from near the Marron Glen site (Halford cited in DEWHA, 
2008).  

The Marron Glen population is on freehold land; the Spinifex Corner population mostly in a 
road reserve, with a small number on freehold land; and the population at Goranba Lane is on 
a roadside verge (Halford cited in DEWHA, 2008). This species occurs within the Border 
Rivers Maranoa–Balonne (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), and 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland. 

Threats 
Research is needed to identify the threats to A. lauta. The restricted distribution of the species 
to a small number of sites and their location on freehold land and roadsides makes the species 
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susceptible to disturbance such as road widening. Too-frequent fire may deplete the soil seed 
bank. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Identify threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting upon A. lauta. 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, threats and 

the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of A. lauta. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where A. lauta occurs do 
not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Protect populations of the listed species on private land through the development of 
conservation agreements and/or covenants. 

• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for A. lauta. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of A. lauta within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to A. lauta, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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