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Approved Conservation Advice for 

Pomaderris vacciniifolia (round-leaf pomaderris) 

 (s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
  time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
  management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Pomaderris vacciniifolia, Family Rhamnaceae, also known as round-leaf pomaderris, is a 
slender shrub growing to 1–6 m high. The elliptic to broad-elliptic leaves are 1–2 cm long, 
and have a smooth and usually shiny upper surface. The lower surface is whitish from a fine 
dense layer of minute star-shaped hairs. The small creamy-white flowers have petals to 
1.5 mm long and are arranged in small pyramidal or hemispherical panicles 1–4 cm long and 
wide (Walsh, 1999). 

Conservation Status 

Pomaderris vacciniifolia is listed as critically endangered. This species is eligible for listing 
as critically endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as its geographic distribution is very restricted and is precarious for 
the survival of the species due to a variety of threats (TSSC, 2010). 

The species is also listed as vulnerable in the Advisory List of Rare or Threatened Plants in 
Victoria. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Round-leaf pomaderris is endemic to Victoria where it occurs in the middle and upper 
catchments of the Yarra River, extending marginally north into the headwaters of the Yea 
River and King Parrot Creek. The area is bounded by Healesville, Eltham and Flowerdale, 
with disjunct occurrences on the northern outskirts of the La Trobe Valley between Tyers and 
the Toongabbie-Cowwarr district, in the lower catchment of the La Trobe and Thompson 
Rivers, 100 km to the south east (Beauglehole 1983, 1984; DSE FIS, 2005; Walsh, 1999; 
Walsh, pers. comm. 2006). Its extent of occurrence is 4300 km2 and its area of occupancy is 
less than 1 km2. The species is known from about 33 populations with an estimated number 
of mature individuals of 250 (Cameron, 2005). This species occurs within the South Eastern 
Highlands and the South East Coastal Plain IBRA Bioregions, and the Port Phillip and 
Westernport Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the round-leaf pomaderris are inappropriate fire regimes, weed 
invasion by blackberry (Rubus fruticosus) on lower slopes and Montpellier broom or Cape 
broom (Genista monspessula) on drier upslope sites (Cameron, 2005) and damage by 
sambar deer  (Cervus unicolor). Other threats include browsing by wallabies and grazing by 
livestock; road maintenance and associated fire management; and suppression activities 
including construction and regular slashing of fire breaks (Beardsell, pers. comm., 2006). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 

 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 
existing programs. 

 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 



Pomaderris vacciniifolia (round-leaf pomaderris) Approved Conservation Advice 
Page 2 of 3 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

 Further research into identifying optimal fire regimes, and response to other prevailing fire 
regimes. 

Priority Actions 

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the round-leaf pomaderris. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 

 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 

 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 
the need to adapt them if necessary. 

 Identify and protect populations of high conservation priority. 

 Ensure there is no disturbance in areas where round-leaf pomaderris occurs, excluding 
necessary actions to manage the conservation of the species. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants 
on private land, and for crown and private land investigate and/or secure inclusion in 
reserve tenure if possible. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 

 Suitably control and manage access on private land and other land tenure. 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

 Manage any disruptions to water flows. 

Invasive Weeds 

 Develop and implement a management plan for the control of blackberry (Rubus 
fruticosus) and broom (Genista monspessula) in the areas where the species occurs. 

 Identify and remove weeds in the local area that could become a threat to round-leaf 
pomaderris, using appropriate methods. 

 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds that could become a threat to 
round-leaf pomaderris, using appropriate methods. 

 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a 
significant adverse impact on round-leaf pomaderris. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 

 Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of sambar 
deer (Cervus unicolor) in the region, including protecting key populations of round-leaf 
pomaderris with exclusion fencing. 

 If livestock grazing occurs in the area, ensure land owners/managers use an appropriate 
management regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species, to allow 
regeneration from seedlings. 

Fire 

 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the habitat of round-leaf 
pomaderris. 

 Where appropriate provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire 
Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), 
risk register and/or operation maps. 

Conservation Information 

 Continue to raise awareness of round-leaf pomaderris within the local community, 
including fact sheets and/or information brochures and field days in conjunction with local 
councils and community interest groups 

 Continue to engage with private landholders and land managers responsible for the land 
on which populations occur and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the 
implementation of conservation management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 

 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
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 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to round-leaf 
pomaderris, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice. 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions. 
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