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Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Pomaderris vacciniifolia (round-leaf pomaderris) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Pomaderris vacciniifolia F. Muell. ex 
Reissek 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable in the Advisory List of Rare or Threatened 
Plants in Victoria, and listed as threatened under the Victorian 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 

Description The round-leaf pomaderris is a slender shrub 1–6 m high. The 
elliptic to broad-elliptic leaves are 1–2 cm long, and have a 
smooth and usually shiny upper surface. The lower surface is 
whitish from a fine dense layer of minute star-shaped hairs. The 
small creamy-white flowers have petals to 1.5 mm long and are 
arranged in small pyramidal or hemispherical panicles 
1–4 cm long and wide (Walsh, 1999). 

Distribution The round-leaf pomaderris is endemic to Victoria where it 
occurs in the middle and upper catchments of the Yarra River, 
extending marginally north into the headwaters of the Yea River 
and King Parrot Creek, with disjunct occurrences on the 
northern outskirts of the La Trobe Valley between Tyers and the 
Toongabbie-Cowwarr district, in the lower catchment of the La 
Trobe and Thompson Rivers (Beauglehole, 1983, 1984; Walsh, 
1999; DSE FIS, 2005; Walsh, pers. comm., 2006). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

The round-leaf pomaderris flowers in October (Walsh 1999). It is 
most likely insect pollinated in the same manner as other 
members of this genus (VIC SAC, 2010). Semi-hardened seeds 
are suspected to remain viable in the soil for 5–10 years. The 
species is regarded to be an obligate seed regenerator. It is a 
key fire response species adapted to a range of fire intervals 
depending on local conditions. The species requires a minimum 
fire interval of 15–20 years in drier forests to a maximum interval 
of 50–90 years or more in the wetter end of the species’ 
ecological range. The species is killed by intense fire. There are 
no records of post-fire resprouting of mature plants, however 
limited post-fire resprouting has been observed in young plants 
(Cameron, pers. comm., 2010; VIC SAC, 2010). 

Threats 
Known 
 

 
Inappropriate fire regimes. 
Damage from rubbing by sambar deer (cervus unicolour) (VIC 
SAC, 2010). 
Weed invasion by blackberry (Rubus fruticosus) on lower slopes 
and Montpellier broom or Cape broom (Genista 
monspessulana) on drier upslope sites (Cameron, 2005). 
Road maintenance and associated fire management and 
suppression activities including construction and regular 
slashing of fire breaks (Beardsell, pers. comm., 2006). 



Pomaderris vacciniifolia (round-leaf pomaderris) Listing Advice 
Page 2 of 4 

Urbanisaton – plants on or near private property boundaries are 
vulnerable to inappropriate actions by landowners, and where 
subdivision for housing is ongoing it is likely that further stands 
of the species will be affected (VIC SAC, 2010). 

Potential Browsing by deer (particularly sambar deer), and wallabies, and 
grazing by livestock. 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – A number of populations have shown a 
decline in numbers mainly due to fires in 2009. At least two 
populations have become extinct in recent times, however 
there are insufficient data to indicate severity of reduction in 
numbers across all populations. 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Eligible for listing as critically endangered 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Very restricted – Area of occupancy is estimated to be less 
than 1 km2. Its extent of occurrence is 4300 km2 (Cameron, 
2005; DSE FIS, 2005). The species occurs in approximately 10 
locations with 33 small populations. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – Half of the 33 populations have declined recently due to 
a number of threats. In 2009, fire caused 100% loss of plants 
from six of these populations. A continued decline is likely due 
to the main threats of inappropriate fire regimes, weed invasion 
and damage by sambar deer. 
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Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Eligible for listing as critically endangered 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Very low – Estimated number of mature individuals is 250 
(Cameron, 2005). 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Very low– Estimated number of mature individuals is 250 
(Cameron, 2005). 

 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Yes – See Criterion 2. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – Populations are severely fragmented. Continued decline 
of this species is likely due to the main current threats of 
inappropriate fire regimes, weed invasion and damage by 
sambar deer. 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Eligible for listing as endangered 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Very low – Estimated number of mature individuals is 250 
(Cameron, 2005).  

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

5. Recovery Plan 

There should not be a recovery plan for the round-leaf pomaderris as the approved 
conservation advice for the species provides sufficient direction to implement priority actions 
and mitigate against key threats. 
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6. Recommendations 

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by including in the list in the critically endangered category: 

Pomaderris vacciniifolia 

(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this species. 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

2 December 2010 
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