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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Clematis fawcettii (Stream Clematis) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Clematis fawcettii, Family Ranunculaceae, also known as Stream Clematis and Northern 
Clematis, is a weak climber with stems 1–2 m long. The paired leaves are divided once 
(biternate) or twice (triternate) into three toothed leaflets. Leaflets are 0.6–4 cm long and   
0.5–3 cm wide. Flowers are white to pink-purple. Fruit form achenes, 4 mm long and less 
than 1 mm wide that are three-ridged and have a feathery tail (awn) 2–2.5 cm long that assists 
with wind dispersal of seeds (Stanley & Ross, 1983; Harden, 1990; DECC, 2005a).  

Conservation Status 
Stream Clematis is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and vulnerable under the Nature 
Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Stream Clematis occurs from the Richmond River in north-east NSW to the Bunya Mountains 
in south-east Queensland. This species is conserved within the Richmond Range National 
Park (NP), Toonumbar NP, Lamington NP, Main Range NP and Mt Barney NP (Briggs & 
Leigh, 1996; QLD CRA/RFA Steering Committee, 1998; NSW NPWS, 2005). This species 
occurs over a range of 65 000 km2 and herbaria collections have been made from about 35 
locations. There is no available population information (CHAH, 2008). This species occurs 
within the Northern Rivers (NSW), Condamine (Queensland) and South East Queensland 
Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Stream Clematis prefers canopy gaps on loam soils derived from basalt and mixed volcanic 
rocks usually near streams (Harden, 1990; QLD CRA/RFA Steering Committee, 1998). 
Associated vegetation communities include dry rainforest, complex notophyll vineforest 
(warm and cool subtropical rainforest), on the margins of semi-evergreen vine thickets and, at 
one site, in eucalypt open forest with scattered vine forest species (Harden, 1990; QLD 
CRA/RFA Steering Committee, 1998).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar 

Bioregions, 
• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), and 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Stream Clematis are localised extinction due to low numbers of 
adult vines; loss of habitat though vegetation clearing for agriculture; invasion of habitat by 
introduced weeds, such as Lantana (Lantana camara), Mist Flower (Ageratina riparia) and 
Crofton Weed (A. adenophora); grazing by domestic stock; and inappropriate fire regimes 
(QLD CRA/RFA Steering Committee, 1998; DECC, 2005a).  

The main potential threats to Stream Clematis include forest eucalypt dieback associated with 
over-abundant Bell Miners (Manorina melanophrys) and psyllid insects (Glycaspis spp.) 
(DECC, 2007).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitats to locate any additional 

populations, and report new occurrences (DECC, 2005a, 2005b).  
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Research fire response for Stream Clematis and habitat (DECC, 2005b).  
• Identify critical factors limiting the recovery of Stream Clematis (DECC, 2005b). 

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Stream Clematis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Forest Eucalypt Dieback 

(DECC, 2007). 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Stream Clematis 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations (DECC, 2005b). 

• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, 
conservation agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure to protect remaining habitat from 
further clearing (DECC, 2005a). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of major weeds such as 

Lantana in the region. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Stream Clematis. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Stream Clematis, 

including protecting dry rainforest from fire (DECC, 2005a).  
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 
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Conservation Information 
• Identify information and resource needs required to ensure land managers and 

stakeholders are aware of populations of Stream Clematis and habitat (DECC, 2005b). 
• Raise awareness of the Stream Clematis within the local community to assist in detecting 

new locations and habitat rehabilitation projects. 

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Stream Clematis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Ensure Stream Clematis is considered in statutory plans for Local Government Authorities 

relevant to its distribution (DECC, 2005b).   
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Implement the threat abatement strategies and priority actions for the control of Lantana in 

the local region (ARMCANZ, 2001).  
• Identify, remove and prevent introduction of weeds in the local area, which could become 

a threat to Stream Clematis, using appropriate methods (DECC, 2005a). 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites of rainforest habitat on leased crown land through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers (DECC, 2005a). 
• Provide stock watering points away from creeks (DECC, 2005a). 
• Manage known sites to ensure appropriate grazing regimes occur. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Stream Clematis, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Northern Clematis (DECC, 2005b), 
• Weeds of National Significance: National Strategy for Lantana (Lantana camara) 

(ARMCANZ, 2001), and  
• The Parks and Reserves of the Northern Richmond Range – Plan of Management (NSW 

NPWS, 2005). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
Agriculture & Resource Management Council of Australia & New Zealand (ARMCANZ) 2001, Weeds of 
National Significance: Lantana (Lantana camara) Strategic Plan, National Weeds Strategy, 
<http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/cps/rde/xbcr/dpi/IPA-Lantana-Nsplan.pdf>. 

Briggs, JD & Leigh JH 1996, Rare or Threatened Australian plants, Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research, 
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry, Canberra, ACT. 

Council of Head of Australian Herbaria (CHAH), 2008, Australian Virtual Herbarium, Centre for Plant 
Biodiversity Research, viewed 19 May 2008, <http://www.cpbr.gov.au/cgi-bin/avh.cgi>.  

Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC) New South Wales 2005a, Northern Clematis – Profile, 
viewed 19 May 2008, <http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10169>. 
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Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC) New South Wales 2005b, Northern Clematis – Priority 
actions (New South Wales Threatened Species Priority Action Statement), viewed 19 May 2008, 
<http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/pas_profile.aspx?id=10169>. 

Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC) New South Wales 2007, Forest eucalypt dieback 
associated with over-abundant Bell Miners and psyllids – preliminary determination, viewed 19 May 2008, 
<http://www2.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/npws.nsf/Content/bell_miner_psyllid_ktp_preliminary> . 

Harden, GJ (ed) 1990, ‘Clematis’ in Flora of New South Wales, vol. 1, New South Wales University Press, 
Kensington, pp. 157-159. 

NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service (NSW NPWS) 2005, The parks and reserves of the Northern Richmond 
Range – Plan of Management, Department of Environment and Climate Change, viewed 19 May 2008, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/parks/POMNthnRichmondRange.pdf>.  

Queensland CRA/RFA Steering Committee 1998, Survey of Threatened Plant Species of South East Queensland 
Biological Region, Department of Environment. 

Stanley, TD & Ross, EM 1983, ‘Clematis’ in Flora of south-eastern Queensland, vol. 1, Brisbane, Queensland 
Dept. of Primary Industry, pp. 169–170. 
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