
The Threatened Species Scientific Committee agreed that this species was eligible to be retained as vulnerable on  
26 August 2010 

Clematis fawcettii (stream clematis) Listing Advice 
Page 1 of 4 

Advice from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee)  
on the list of Threatened Species under the  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Clematis fawcettii (stream clematis) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Clematis fawcettii F.Muell.

State Listing Status 
  

Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992 and vulnerable under the New South Wales Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995. 

Description A weak climbing vine, with separate male and female plants. The 
leaves are divided into 9–15 leaflets, usually serrate-dentate. The 
flowers are solitary or in small panicles, white to pink. The fruit is a 
slender, spindle-shaped one-seeded dry pod attached to a long 
feathery awn (Eichler and Jeanes, 2007). 

Distribution The species is endemic to Australia, extending from the Bunya 
Mountains, Queensland, to Lismore, New South Wales (Eichler and 
Jeanes, 2007; Queensland Herbarium, 2009).  

The species is not obvious and often occurs in tree canopies out of 
sight (Bean, pers. comm., 2009), so it likely that more sites or 
subpopulations will be discovered.  

In Queensland, the species has been recorded from the Bunya 
Mountains National Park (NP), Main Range NP, Mt Barney NP and 
Lamington NP (Queensland Herbarium 2009). In New South Wales it 
is known from Toonumbar NP, Captains Creek Nature Reserve, 
Border Ranges NP, Tooloom NP, Mebbin NP and Richmond Range 
NP (Atlas of NSW Wildlife, accessed June 2010).  

Relevant Biology/Ecology The species is mostly found in semi-evergreen vine thicket, 
Araucarian microphyll vine forest or in complex notophyll vine forest, 
but occasionally in eucalypt woodland communities that are close to 
vine thicket or rainforest. Soil types very, though mainly fertile clays 
have been recorded. Altitude is 500–980 m (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). 

Flowering is known to occur from October–December and fruits have 
been recorded in January, June and December. The pollination 
mechanism is unknown. It is not known whether the species is 
capable of vegetative reproduction.  

Vines generally only flower and fruit in high light conditions, and 
therefore the species favours disturbance that would open up the 
tree canopy (Bean, pers. comm., 2009). 

Threats  

Known Invasion of habitat by introduced weeds, such as Lantana (Lantana 
camara) (DECC, 2005). 

Potential Potential threats to this species include the loss of habitat through 
clearing, such as for agriculture; risk of local extinction because 
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numbers are low and few adult vines are known; grazing by domestic 
stock; and frequent fire (DECC, 2005). 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered by the 
Committee. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – DECC (2005) states that there are low numbers 
and few adult vines known, however there are no quantitative data 
on the total population size or trends. Potential threats have been 
identified though their likely impacts are unknown. Therefore, there 
are insufficient data to indicate that this species would undergo 
substantial reductions in numbers in the future.  

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

Not limited – extent of occurrence is 34 867 km2

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

 and the area of 
occupancy is unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009).   

No – the species is known from 39 sites in New South Wales and 
Queensland and 16 subpopulations, however according to Bean 
(pers. comm., 2009) there are likely to be more subpopulations, as 
the species is not obvious and often occurs in tree canopies out of 
sight. This species is not considered to be severely fragmented and 
is found within seven national parks (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 
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Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – DECC (2005) states that there are low numbers 
and that few adult vines are known, however there are no data on 
the total numbers of mature individuals. 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – See Criterion 1 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – DECC (2005) states that there are low numbers 
and that few adult vines are known, however there are no data on 
the total numbers of mature individuals. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – There are no obvious fluctuations in numbers, 
area of occupancy or extent of occurrence. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 3 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

 (b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 
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5. Recommendations 

Although there are insufficient data to assess the species against the criteria, the Committee 
recommends a precautionary approach be applied and hence that no amendment be made to the 
list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act and that Clematis fawcettii remains eligible for 
inclusion in the vulnerable category of the list.   
The Committee notes that this species is eligible for inclusion due to the known and potential threats 
affecting this species. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

26 August 2010 
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