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Advice from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 
on the list of Threatened Species under the  

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Vanda hindsii (Cape York vanda) 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Vanda hindsii Lindl (CHAH, 2010). 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 
1992. 

Description A large epiphytic or lithophytic orchid with long thick cord-like roots. 
The stems are up to 1 m long and branch from the base. The dark-
green to yellowish-green strap-like leaves are thick, leathery and 
measure 20–40 cm long by 3–4 cm wide. The leaf tips are unequally 
notched. The racemes are unbranched, measure 10–20 cm long and 
bear 3–7 flowers. The flowers are 30–25 mm wide, shiny brown 
(rarely yellow) in colour with greenish to yellow margins (Lavarack 
and Gray, 1992; Jones, 2006). 

Distribution Occurs from the Carron, Tozer and McIlwraith Ranges, Cape York 
Peninsula (Lavarack, 1984; Australian National Herbarium, 2009; 
Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). It has been reported from Cape 
Melville (c. 120 km east of McIlwraith Range) (Dockrill, 1992), 
however, this extension of distribution is not supported by herbarium 
collections and thus can not be confirmed.   

Recorded from eight locations in Australia including Kennedy Hill, 
Olive River Reserve, Carron Range, Garraway Hill, Tozer Range, 
Tozer Gap ridges and rockpiles, Iron Range National Park (NP), 
Pascoe River crossing, Tozer Range, Capsize Creek (upper 
reaches), Tozer Range, Massey Creek, Kulla (McIlwraith Range) NP, 
Pandanus Creek, Kulla (McIlwraith Range) NP and Rocky Creek, 
Kulla (McIlwraith Range) NP. 

Vanda hindsii 

Relevant Biology/Ecology 

is also recorded in New Guinea (Jones, 2006; 
Australian National Herbarium, 2009). 

Grows in notophyll vine forest (Lavarack, 1980) on trees and granite 
rocks, often on slopes near streams, in humid but exposed 
situations, where it gets strong light (Dockrill, 1992; Jones, 2006), 
often below 300 m altitude (Lavarack, 1980) or from 300–600 m 
altitude (Jones, 2006).  

Flowering can occur at any time throughout the year, but mostly from 
September to March (Lavarack, 1977; Dockrill, 1992; Lavarack and 
Gray, 1992; Jones, 2006). The genus is insect-pollinated but the 
vectors are unknown (Jones, 2006). 

Threats  

Known A known threat to this species is illegal collecting of plants in more 
accessible areas where the species has been heavily collected and 
depleted (Queensland Herbarium, 2009b).  
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Potential Illegal collecting in more inaccessible areas is also considered a 
potential threat, as though not considered a large problem in the 
McIlwraith Range previously, because of poor roads and the 
inhospitable and inaccessible nature of the country, it may become 
an issue as access improves (Lavarack, 1980). 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business days. 
Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been considered by the 
Committee. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – Though there are no quantitative data, past 
declines can be inferred from reports that some populations in the 
more accessible areas have been heavily collected and depleted by 
plant collectors (Lavarack and Gray, 1992; Queensland Herbarium, 
2009b). However, there are insufficient data to indicate substantial 
reductions in numbers.  

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 
restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence is 2800 km2

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

, excluding the 
Cape Melville record and any records with imprecise locality data. 
The area of occupancy is unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009a). 

Insufficient data – This species is known from eight locations. 
Landsberg and Clarkson (2004) report that the species has a 
naturally fragmented distribution. Some populations in the more 
accessible areas have been heavily collected and depleted by plant 
collectors (Lavarack and Gray, 1992; Queensland Herbarium, 
2009b), however the extent of decline in population numbers as a 
result of this threat, is unknown. Five sites are within conservation 
estate, though none are actively managed for this species 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009b).  

 

Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; and 
either 
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(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high or 
substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

No data 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – See Criterion 1  

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

No data 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 2 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or low 

Not eligible 
 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

No data 

 

Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 

 (b) 20% in the near future; or 

 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

 

Criterion element Evidence 
Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 
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5. Recommendations 

Although there are insufficient data to assess the species against the criteria, the Committee 
recommends a precautionary approach be applied and hence that no amendment be made to the 
list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act and that Vanda hindsii remains eligible for inclusion in 
the vulnerable category of the list. 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for inclusion due to its restricted distribution and 
the impact of known threats. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

26 August 2010 
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