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Approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for  
Indigofera efoliata 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Indigofera efoliata, Family Fabaceae, also known as Leafless Indigo, is an erect and multi-
stemmed perennial herb or broom-like subshrub to 40 cm high, with a woody rootstock 
(Harden, 1991; Mackay & Gross, 1998; DECC, 2005). Older plants appear leafless with their 
naked leaf stems (DECC, 2005). Flowers are pink to purple and appear between August to 
October, with fruits maturing from November to February (Harden, 1991; Mackay & Gross, 
1998). Plants die back to a substantial underground rootstock in unfavourable seasons and it is 
possible that aerial parts do not appear at all unless there is significant rainfall (DECC, 2005). 

Conservation Status 
Indigofera efoliata is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as endangered under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Indigofera efoliata occurs in the central western slopes of NSW, from Dubbo to Guerie 
(Ayres et al., 1996). In August 1955, the species was recorded along the Dubbo to Minore 
railway line and road, on Wallaringa and Geurie properties and in Goonoo State Forest 
(DECC, 2005). Forty eight sites were searched in November 1997, but no plants were found. 
There are only two early records that contain precise locality details, both of which have been 
either heavily grazed or cleared of native vegetation, with one site now supporting a dense 
cover of weeds (Mackay & Gross, 1998). The species is very rare and considered to be 
possibly extinct (DECC, 2005). The species occurs within the Central West (NSW) Natural 
Resource Management Regions (DECC, 2005). 

Indigofera efoliata prefers stony ground in red-brown sandy loam on a slight rise, among 
ironstone formation (Harden, 1991; Ayres et al., 1996; Mackay & Gross, 1998). It appears to 
inhabit Yellow-box (Eucalyptus melliodora) woodland (Mackay & Gross, 1998), E. crebra–
Callitris glaucophylla dry sclerophyll forest and E. macrocarpa–Callitris glaucophylla tall 
woodland (DECC, 2005). The average annual rainfall where the species has been recorded is 
between 475 and 600 mm (Mackay & Gross, 1998). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community.  

Threats 
Threats to the species include clearing and habitat disturbance, over-collecting (DECC, 2005), 
changed hydrology due to salinity, and grazing (ANRA, 2007).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Use predictive modelling to identify suitable habitat and guide surveys for new 

populations (DECC, 2005). 
• Undertake survey work in suitable and potential habitat during suitable seasonal 

conditions to determine if the species still exists (DECC, 2005). 
• If the species is relocated, design and implement a monitoring program.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
If I. efoliata is relocated, the following regional and local priority recovery and threat 
abatement actions can be done to support the species’ recovery.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Undertake an immediate assessment of the status of the population, identify any threats 

and determine and implement appropriate recovery strategies (DECC, 2005).  
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of I. efoliata. 
• Manage any changes to hydrology in areas of known habitat that may result in changes to 

the water table levels, increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of I. efoliata within the local community and undertake an identification 

campaign to encourage reporting of the species to the relevant authorities (DECC, 2005).  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage.  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to I. efoliata, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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