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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Leptomeria dielsiana (Diels’ Currant Bush) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Leptomeria dielsiana, Family Santalaceae, also known as Diels’ Currant Bush and Diels’ 
Leptomeria, is an erect shrub growing to 50 cm tall, with a single unbranched main stem, 8–25 
cm long, above which lateral branching then occurs. It is hairless with rigid stems, circular in 
cross-section, that have faint parallel longitudinal lines or ridges. The flowering branchlets are 
0.5–1 mm in diameter. The leaves are scale-like, sessile, appressed to spreading-ascending, 
more or less straight, ovate to narrowly ovate or more or less ovate-elliptic, growing 0.7–1.7 
mm long and 0.5–0.8 mm wide. The leaves are semi-circular in cross-section. Solitary flowers 
are held on fertile branches, with lobed stigmas and a style 0.15–0.2 mm long. The tardily 
caducous bracts are scale-like sessile bracts and grow 0.8–1.6 mm long. There are 3–15 
flowers on a plant, with floral tubes and pedicels 0.8–1.2 mm long. The sepals are 0.6–0.9 mm 
long and anthers are 0.15–0.2 mm long with filaments 0.1–0.15 mm long. The 7 May 1957 
collection was in flower and had fruits (Brown et al., 1998; Lepschi, 1999). 

Conservation Status 

Diels’ Currant Bush is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as presumed extinct under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Diels’ Currant Bush was recorded from the Scott River area, east of Augusta, in the far south-
west of Western Australia in 1957. Despite significant search efforts, this species has not been 
relocated since the first collection. It is possible that the species is very difficult to find but not 
truly rare (Brown et al., 1998; Lepschi, 1999; DEC, 2008). 

This species has been recorded in the past from scrubby heath in the Scott River area (Brown 
et al., 1998). Much of the Scott River–Augusta area has been cleared for agriculture and most 
of the vegetation remaining is not reserved (Lepschi, 1999; DEC, 2008). 

This species occurs within the South West (Western Australia) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threat to Diels’ Currant Bush is mining. Extensive areas around the 1957 
collection site are part of current mining leases (Brown et al., 1998).  

Research Priorities 
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 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment, should populations be relocated. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Diels’ Currant Bush. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Ensure infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where Diels’ Currant Bush occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats, such as mining activities. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Diels’ Currant Bush within the local community. The development 

and distribution of fact sheets may benefit this species.  
 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Diels’ Currant 
Bush, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  
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Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) 2008, Records held in DEC’s Declared Rare Flora 
Database and rare flora files, Department of Environment and Conservation, Western Australia. 

Lepschi, BJ 1999, ‘Taxonomic Revision of Leptomeria (Santalaceae)’,  Australian Systematic Botany: 12, 55–100. 
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