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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Prasophyllum wallum 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the time 
this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or management 
prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Prasophyllum wallum, Family Orchidaceae, is a slender terrestrial herb growing to 20–40 cm 
tall. It has a single green leaf, 15–35 cm long, 7–10 mm wide at the base, somewhat erect and is 
lax at the apex. The inflorescence is a short, crowded spike and consists of 12–18 flowers. 
Flowers are 7–9 mm across, greenish with a white labellum (lip), fragrant, erect and lack stalks. 
The labellum has a broad, circular base and short, broad callus (mass of hardened tissue). 
Flowering occurs in August and September (Jones, 1991). 

Conservation Status 

Prasophyllum wallum is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) 
as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Prasophyllum wallum occurs in south-east Queensland, in wallum communities and adjacent 
stabilised dunes (Jones, 1991) and coastal Melaleuca swamp wetlands (Joyce, 2006). The species 
is represented in the Queensland Herbarium by a single specimen collected at Coolum Beach in 
1976 (BRI collection records, n.d.). Jones (1991) stated that the species was distributed from 
Hervey Bay to Coolum. Stanley and Ross (1989) recorded the distribution of the species (as 
Prasophyllum sp. 1) as “coastal areas in Moreton and Wide Bay districts”. Prasophyllum wallum 
is reserved in Coolum Environmental Park (Briggs & Leigh, 1996). This species occurs within 
the Burnett Mary and South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to Prasophyllum wallum is the clearing of its habitat for development 
(Jones, 1991). 

The main potential threat to the species includes hydrological changes, fire, and collecting by 
orchid enthusiasts, which is a threat to some rare orchids (QLD EPA, 2007). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance existing 

programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, fire responses 

and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
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 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment, including mycorrhizal association trials.  

 Investigate the potential and efficacy of DNA-based or other approaches for the identification 
of individual plants and/or populations to provide a means for detecting and prosecuting 
illegal collection from the wild (see for example Palsboll et al., 2006). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to 
support the recovery of P. wallum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and the 

need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where P. wallum occurs do 
not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels and/or 

increased run-off, salinity, algal blooms, sedimentation or pollution. 
 Manage any disruptions to water flows. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for P. wallum. 
 Where appropriate, provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services 

and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), risk register 
and/or operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of P. wallum within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. wallum, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Burnett Mary Region, ‘Back on Track’, Draft Biodiversity Action Plan (Qld EPA, 2008), and 
 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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